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Connect to Simultaneous Interpretation
Click “interpretation” in your Zoom toolbar and select the language that you would like to hear.

Connectez-vous à l’interprétation simultanée
Cliquez sur « interprétation » dans votre barre d’outils de Zoom et sélectionnez la langue que 
vous souhaitez entendre.



Gender and Youth Activity (GAYA) 

GAYA works to improve the quality and impact of food security 

activities by addressing the barriers and challenges implementing 

partners face when integrating gender and youth within their 

activities
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Today’s Agenda

● Brief framing on how 
compounding crises have 
and will continue to impact 
marginalized populations 

● Breakout rooms to discuss 
commitments implementing 
organizations want to make 
to prevent further 
backsliding

● Collectively discuss actions 
that will have the biggest 
impact on critical issues for 
gender and youth
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Si vous souhaitez vous joindre à 
la discussion en français pendant 

l'appel d'aujourd'hui, veuillez 
ajouter le mot "French" à votre 

nom sur Zoom

Joindre à la Discussion en Français 



Let’s Storm 
the Chat with 

our experiences

How is the food 
crisis impacting 

gender and youth 
inequality? 



Food crisis

Climate 
Change

Conflict

COVID-19

Time to reflect on 
the severe 

impacts these 
compounding 
crises have on 
marginalized 
populations

Compounding Crises
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Funding in the Food Crisis

● Large amount of 
funding is available to 
address the global food 
crisis

● However, not enough, 
and unlikely to reach 
the most marginalized

● Without focus on 
gender and youth, 
we’re likely to 
exacerbate inequalities

Photo Credit: Muatafa Saeed/Save the Children



Gender and Youth at the Center

What can the international 
development sector do 

differently in designing and 
adapting food security programs 
to integrate gender and youth?

Must collectively build 
critical resilience capacities 

in the evolving context

Photo Credit: Harrison Thane/Save the Children



The Context



The Worsening Food Crisis

● COVID-19 and situation in 
Ukraine and Russia worsened 
an already existing food crisis

● Food prices are the highest 
they’ve ever been

● 267 million people on the 
brink of severe food insecurity

● 150 million children in 
multidimensional poverty

● Anticipated 20% increase on 
food and feed prices in the 
coming year

Source: FAO, IFAD, UNICEF, WFP & WHO. The State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World 2021 (FAO, 2021).



Increased Prices → Smaller Harvests

● Increasing prices of food, 
pesticides, and fertilizers 
coupled with loss of income 
and growing inequality are 
threatening global food 
security

● In parts of Somalia, fertilizers 
cost increased 75% due to 
decreased/halted produced in 
Russia and Ukraine

● Without sufficient fertilizers 
and pesticides, harvests will 
be significantly smaller

Example: Titukulane 
RFSA in Malawi Cost of 
the Diet (CotD) Analysis



Country Spotlights: Somalia and Mali
● Staple goods like cooking oil, beans, rice, and 

sugar have nearly doubled in price in Somalia
● 81,000 people are already in famine-like 

conditions, over 1.7 million on the brink 
● 350,000 children are at risk of death

● Multidimensional crisis in Mali has threatened 
stability and wellbeing for the last 10 years

● Additionally, with COVID-19, Mali has seen a 
4.8% increase in the national poverty rate, 
with 900,000 falling back into poverty due to 
socioeconomic impacts of COVID-19



Why focus on 
women and youth?
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Focus on Women and Youth

● Crises hit women and children 

especially hard

● At least 150 million more women 

than men are food insecure, and 

this gap is growing
Photo Credit: Jordi Matas / Save the Children

“The COVID-19 pandemic pushed an 
estimated additional 47 million girls and 
women into extreme poverty, reversing 

decades of progress.”

-’To ease the world food crisis, focus resources on women and 
girls’ Article in Nature

  



Focus on Women and Youth
Women and youth are disproportionately 
affected by these crises, thus, they must 

be a part of the solution

● Women farmers produce 60–80% of food in 

the Global South and are responsible for half 

of the world’s food production

● Globally, women are primarily responsible for 

food selection and preparation, playing a 

decisive role in families’ dietary diversity and 

health 

● Women and youth are key stakeholders in 

agrifood systems and critical partners to 

support sustainable outcomes in response to 

the global food crisis

Photo Credit:  Luisa Dörr / Save the Children



Rising Costs and the Impact on Women

● Households around the 

world are struggling to 

feed themselves

● Women and youth are 

doing most of the 

labor-intensive, manual 

farm work

● Women are now working 

more for even less money

Photo Credit: Christophe Viseux / Save the Children



Rising Costs and the Impact on Women
● Unequal power dynamics and patriarchal 

traditions mean when there is not enough 

food to go around women and children 

eat less

○ This leads to malnutrition, stunting, 

and low birthweight

● Women spend more time taking children 

to school, gathering firewood, and getting 

to markets and jobs

Across Ethiopia, Kenya and Somalia, 5.7 million children are expected 
to be acutely malnourished in 2022, of which more than 1.7 million 

could be severely acutely malnourished

Photo Credit:  Muatafa Saeed / Save the Children



Secondary Impacts of Crisis

● Crises also make women and girls less safe

●  It’s harder and more expensive to access 

services like schools, medical care, and 

agricultural education programs

● Girls who missed school due to COVID-19 

are also less likely to return than boys

○ This puts their reproductive health, job 

opportunities, and well-being for 

themselves and their children at risk

Photo Credit:  Luisa Dörr / Save the Children

Example: Evaluation on RFSAs in 
Niger- Hamzari, Girma, and 

Wadata



Secondary Impacts of Crisis

● When resources are scarce, older 

girls are more likely to be married off 

or pulled out of school to work at 

home, while boys feel pressured to 

find work, such as shining shoes or 

washing cars 

● When households struggle with 

acute hunger, gender-based violence 

soars and men and adolescents bear 

the brunt of risky coping strategies, 

such as migration, that can 

undermine progress toward longer 

term food security Photo Credit: Save the Children / Charlie Forgham-Bailey 



Investing in Equality Means Investing in Food Security

-CARE brief on Food Security and Gender Equality

“Data analysis illustrates that the lower gender 

inequality is, the greater food security is.”

https://www.careevaluations.org/wp-content/uploads/Brief-on-Gender-Equality-and-Food-Security-1.pdf


Breakout 
Room 
Discussions
35 minutes 
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Welcome Back! 

Photo Credit:  Luisa Dörr / Save the Children



Connect to Simultaneous Interpretation
Click “interpretation” in your Zoom toolbar and select the language that you would like to hear.

Connectez-vous à l’interprétation simultanée
Cliquez sur « interprétation » dans votre barre d’outils de Zoom et sélectionnez la langue que 
vous souhaitez entendre.





This presentation is made possible by the generous support of the American people through the United States Agency for International 

Development (USAID). The contents are the responsibility of the Gender and Youth Activity (GAYA) and do not necessarily reflect the views of 

USAID or the United States Government.

THANK YOU
Any questions? 

Email: GAYA@savechildren.org

Photo Credit: Hannah Maule-ffinch / Save the Children


