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Disposal of fumigant residues and old packaging must be determined during the hazard assessment, which is part of the FMP process. Disposal instructions are normally provided on the fumigant’s container label. Fumigation operators must comply with these requirements. In addition, the material safety data sheets (MSDS) that can be found online contain disposal information and must be available to each person involved in the fumigation and on file in the office.
Most packaging used in fumigation operations will require appropriate disposal either in a landfill, or where allowed by local bylaws, by burning after all residues are cleaned out. Metal containers such as aluminum/magnesium phosphide flasks must be rendered unusable before disposal by punching holes in them or crushing. Cardboard and paper packaging not contaminated with pesticide can be recycled or disposed of in a landfill. Cylinders are normally returned to the supplier for refilling.
In most developing countries there are no designated areas for disposal of fumigation containers. Prior to completing the following steps ensure that all fumigants - pellets, liquids or dusters - are used up during the fumigation event. 
1. Use a leak-proof drum, add deactivation solution or 2% solution of a low-sudsing detergent. Wearing a respirator, slowly pour in deactivated material or submerge containers and let stand for 36 hours. 
2. Puncture all deactivated containers.
3. Dispose containers in landfill or a proper receptacle.
4. Dispose of deactivated mixture into a disposal pit.
5. Cover disposal pit with dirt.
6. Wash drum, equipment, clothing, gloves and hands thoroughly after disposal.
7. WARNING- Do not dispose of mixture in a toilet!!
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Adapted from: Warehouse Staff Safety Guide by Brian Holmes, Project Concern International, 2014
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