Pre- and Post-Test Sample Questions for All 3 Modules

Guidelines for Test Question Preparation
Requesting learners to  answer questions before (pre-test) and after (post-test) the training event will provide information on the learner’s interim mastery of the material covered during the training. This information is valuable in assessing the quality of the training and any remaining need for follow-up or additional training. The practice also helps learners to clarify their understanding, and the repetition aids in moving new knowledge to the long-term storage areas of the brain.  
But many factors can affect test performance. For example, in comparing pre- and post-test scores, and analyzing results, it is important to keep the following factors in mind.
Good performance on the pre-test (a significant number of learners score 70% or above) may indicate: 
· The test questions are too easy.
· The learners are not the correct target group for the training (in other words, they already know the material that will be presented).
Poor performance on the post-test (a significant number of learners score less than 70%) may indicate: 
· The test questions are too hard, unclear, or inappropriate.
· The learners are not the correct target group for the training (in this case they may not have the prerequisite knowledge or skills to fully benefit from the specific training event).
· Training materials, or the facilitator’s skill, need improvement.
This handout contains sample test questions for each module. If you plan to create your own questions, please follow the guidelines[footnoteRef:1] below to avoid test questions that are too easy, too hard, or inappropriate. [1:  Adapted from: Painter, J (2004) Writing and Reviewing Assessment Items: Guidelines and Tips, Family and Children’s Resource Program, Jordan Institute for Families, School of Social Work, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.] 

1. Base questions on the learning objective of the module. Test for important ideas, information and skills—not trivial details.
2. Ask questions about single ideas; avoid double-barreled questions.
3. Avoid trick questions and use of words such as “never” and “always” in questions. 
4. Write questions as simply as possible, making sure that learners know exactly what information is being requested. Irrelevant details, grammatically or logically sloppy construction, or unnecessarily sophisticated vocabulary can contribute to confusion. Often the writer has such a clear idea of what is being asked that he/she does not realize that there could be alternative interpretations to the question posed.  
5. Have someone else review your questions.
6. Keep the reading level difficulty of test questions appropriate in relation to the learners being tested. You do not want language difficulties to interfere with a learner’s ability to answer.
7. For multiple choice questions:
· Offer 3 to 5 possible options.
· Base incorrect options on the most frequent errors made during training sessions.
· Make incorrect options similar to the correct response in terms of complexity, sentence structure, and length.
· Limit the use of “None of the above” and “All of the above.”
8. For fill in the blank questions, place the blank at the end of the question, not in the middle. While not always possible, questions written this way are usually easier to understand.
Poor:  The city of __________ is the capital of Kenya.
Good: The capital of Kenya is _________.
Better: What is the capital of Kenya? ___________
9. Provide easy to understand instructions, for example: “Circle only one BEST answer,” or “Fill in the blank.” Note: “Circle only one BEST answer” can apply to both multiple choice and True/False questions, as illustrated below.



Sample Questions  
Module 1: Pesticide Compliance
When is a Fumigation Management Plan (FMP) required? 
a) At project start-up
b) Annually
c) For every fumigation event
The PEA states that a warehouse in which fumigation will take place must be located 100 meters from the nearest house or business.
a) True 
b) False
One of the Fumigation PEA established safety requirements is: all persons entering an area where phosphine tablets or pellets are in use must wear canister respirators until phosphine gas levels drop below the level safe for humans (0.3 ppm).
a) True 
b) False
The Safer Use Action Plan (SUAP), which is part of the PERSUAP, describes how an organization will implement integrated pest management activities.
a) True 
b) False
When is a Safer Use Action Plan (SUAP) required? 
a) At project start-up
b) Annually
c) For every fumigation event
The safe use practices described in the PERSUAP (such as use of gas monitoring equipment and tarps of a minimum quality) do NOT apply when fumigation is conducted by a contracted service provider.
a) True 
b) False
How soon after fumigation can commodities be distributed?        48 hours (2 days)    .


Module 2: Integrated Pest Management
Part 1: Exclusion, Stock Management, Sanitation and Inspection
The purpose of Integrated Pest Management (IPM) is to:
a) identify the single best method to control loss due to pests
b) keep pests at an acceptable level
c) eliminate all pests
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) requires realistic expectations and an integrated program using all available tools and techniques
a) True 
b) False
Match each “exclusion” practice listed below to the type of pest (birds, rodents, or insects) it will most likely exclude.
	Good interior lighting:       b. (rodents)    .
	a) birds

	Good ventilation & air movement        c. (insects)  .
	b) rodents

	Screen vents in wall and roofs       a. (birds)    .
	c) insects


At optimum temperature, how long does it take most insects to complete one life cycle (from an egg to an adult producing eggs)?
a) 30-40 days
b) Two months
c) Six months
What percentage of IPM can be accounted for by one single practice: Sanitation?
a) 50%
b) 75%
c) 90%
The FIRST warehouse inspection for pests should be conducted immediately after the first commodity is placed in the warehouse.
c) True 
d) False



Part 2: Trapping & Monitoring
Which of the following is a “good practice” example of trapping for control?
a) Cats inside warehouse at night
b) Bait stations inside warehouse
c) Glue boards inside warehouse
d) Aerial traps hanging near commodity stacks
One reason to monitor insect populations in a commodity warehouse is to avoid implementing unnecessary fumigations.
a) True 
b) False
When insects or insect trails are found around the commodity stacks, the floor around the stack should be sprayed with residual pesticide.
a) True 
b) False
A general rule for direct sampling is to collect samples from:
a) 10 percent of total bags in warehouse
b) 10 percent of total bags in a stack, plus 5 bags (up to a maximum of 30 bags)
c) 10 percent of total bags in stack, plus 5 bags
All insects caught in warehouse traps have the potential to infest commodity.
a) True 
b) False
Following proper sanitation procedures, the number of insects caught in traps will:
a) Increase
b) Decrease
c) Stay the same (no effect)



Part 3: Pesticides
“Pesticide” is a legal designation.
a) True 
b) False
How should tamper-proof bait boxes containing rodenticide be placed:
a) In a regularly spaced row around the inside warehouse wall.
b) Every 15-30 meters in two rows; one row inside the warehouse wall and the other near the exterior compound wall.
c) In two rows; one row outside the warehouse wall and the other near the exterior compound wall.
Read each statement below and determine if it best describes residual pesticides (RP) or fumigant (F). Place a “RP” or an “F” appropriately in the space before each statement.
a)     RP   Can give satisfactory results only if the surfaces to be treated are clean.
b)     RP   Can discourage re-infestation for 3-4 weeks.
c)     F     Can penetrate packaging and the grain itself.
d)     RP  Requires identification of insect pest.
e)     RP   Kills only exposed flying or crawling insects.
f)     F     Currently only three products are authorized for use on food commodity.


Module 3: Phosphine Fumigation
Part 1: Concepts
Resistance occurs when an insect has a genetically controlled trait that allows it to survive an exposure to phosphine. 
a) True 
b) False  
What is the best way to increase fumigation effectiveness?
a) Increase dosage (amount of phosphine tablets)
b) Increasing concentration (amount of phosphine gas)
c) Increase exposure time (time under sealed tarps)
Which is the more accurate method to calculate fumigant dosage?
a. Grams of tablets / m3  (weight of chemical per volume of space treated)
b. Number of tablets / MT  (amount of chemical per weight of commodity treated)
c. ppm (parts per million of gas produced)
For effective fumigation, the phosphine gas concentration level under tarped stacks must stay above __________________ (how many ppm)? 
a) 100-200 ppm
b) 200-300 ppm
c) 250-500 ppm


Part 2: Procedures
How should phosphine pellets be distributed?
a) In a single layer on a tray or piece of cardboard
b) In a pile in a small paper cup
c) Evenly scattered beneath the stacks 
There will be no gas leakage if stacks are covered with high quality tarps and sealed with a double row of sand snakes.
a) True 
b) False
How frequently should fumigation efficacy monitoring (or measuring the gas concentration levels under the tarped stacks) be conducted?
a) Every 12 hours
b) Once a day
c) At the start and end of the fumigation period
Which is potentially the most dangerous phase of the fumigation process?
a) Adding fumigant
b) Monitoring
c) Aeration
What is the recommended length of time (in hours) commodity should be aerated before it is distributed to recipients?
a) 24 hours
b) 36 hours
c) 48 hours
Which of the following commodities should NOT be fumigated? (Check ALL that apply.)
a) Edible oil
b) Grains
c) CSB
d) Maize flour
Effective phosphine fumigation typically requires how many days?
a) 7-10 days
b) 5-7 days
c) 3-5 days


Part 3: Safety
What type of exposure is most serious for those working with residual pesticides?
a) Oral
b) Inhalation
c) Dermal
What is the upper limit of protection for a full face respirator mask with a phosphine cartridge? In other words, if gas concentrations are above this level, it is NOT safe to enter a fumigation area even if wearing a mask.
a) 0.3 ppm 
b) 15 ppm
c) 35 ppm
d) 500 ppm
The same meter used for efficacy monitoring (to determine gas levels under the tarps) can be used for safety monitoring (to determine the need for use of a full face respirator).
a) True 
b) False
Following inhalation of phosphine gas, symptoms of intoxication may be delayed up to how many hours?
a) 12 hours 
b) 24 hours
c) 48 hours
d) 72 hours
Which of the following is NOT an acceptable deactivation method for the solid waste remaining in phosphine tablet trays after fumigation?
a) [bookmark: _GoBack]Immersing it in a detergent-water solution and leaving uncovered for 1½ days.
b) Placing it in a dry vented drum, covering, and leaving for 14 days.
c) Burying it in an approved site.
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