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VIDEO OF THE WEEK
Published by Catholic Relief Services
Catholic Relief Services (CRS) illustrates how cash has
increasingly become a preferred mechanism for
providing relief and recovery in emergency contexts
where markets are functioning. With people best placed
to prioritize their own needs, cash assistance provides
flexibility, choice, dignity and empowerment. In this
video with examples from humanitarian responses
across the world, CRS addresses the benefits,
challenges and opportunities of cash assistance as a
vehicle to help people, communities and their local
economies recover with dignity and efficiency in the
wake of crisis. Watch the video here.
Submit photos or videos for future newsletters.

DID YOU KNOW...
VAM (Vulnerability Analysis and Mapping) is the
food security analysis and trends service of the
United Nations World Food Program. WFP VAM
partnered with Tableau to deliver real-time food
security monitoring insights to decision-makers in
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the field through interactive reports and data
visualization. Explore here.

Contribute to the Newsletter!
The FSN Network News is a community newsletter, and we welcome your input. Let us know of upcoming
events, new publications, and interesting articles. We also share new job openings, funding opportunities, calls
for input, and photos. Email submissions to news@fsnnetwork.org.

Share your ideas for the upcoming TOPS/FSN Network 2018 Asia Regional
Knowledge Sharing Meeting!
Complete the Planning Survey by May 4, 2018.
The next TOPS/FSN Network Regional Knowledge Sharing Meeting will take place in Bangkok, Thailand
in October 2018.
This meeting will be an opportunity for practitioners and donors to explore activities and approaches that lead to
lasting successes in food security.
To help us plan an engaging meeting that best meets both yours and your programs' learning and knowledge
sharing needs, please share your thoughts about what should be addressed in the meeting by May 4, 2018.
Take the survey here.
We appreciate your time and insights.
The TOPS Team

Register for In-Person and Online Theory of Change (TOC) Refresher
Sessions
Four brief TOC refresher sessions scheduled for late April 2018. New online session
added!
Are you experiencing Assumption Agony? Running from Rationales? Is your head spinning with regard to the
presentation of recommended TOC narrative content? You are not alone...and TOPS is here to help!
TOPS Strategic Learning Advisor, Laurie Starr, will host three in-person and one online refresher sessions
designed to answer questions that help you use the Theory of Change (TOC) checklist to fine tune a TOC for a
Food for Peace Development Food Security Activity (DFSA).
The TOC refresher sessions are designed for practitioners who already have experience developing TOCs for
Food for Peace DFSAs but who may want to learn more about specific criteria on the TOPS/FFP TOC checklist.
The TOC checklist will be used as a general outline for the events, however the specific session content will be
driven by participants. To allow adequate time to prepare, we ask you to submit your specific questions on the
registration form.
In-Person Sessions - Save the Children, 899 N. Capitol Street NE, Washington, DC 20002
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Session 1: Tuesday, April 24th | 1:00-4:30PM EDT - limited to 22 participants
Past2:Issues
Session
Wednesday, April 25th | 9:00AM-12:30PM EDT - limited to 14 participants
Session 3: Friday, April 27th | 9:00AM-12:30PM EDT - limited to 14 participants

Online Session
Thursday, April 26th | 7:30-10:00AM EDT (We hope this time is convenient for participants from Africa,
Asia, and US who are not based in Washington, D.C.)
Register here.

Save the Date! KM4Dev-DC Happy Hour and Learning Moment
Wednesday, May 2, 2018 | 5:00-7:00 PM EDT
Balcony Lounge, FHI 360, 1825 Connecticut Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20009
The Knowledge Management Team of The TOPS Program will be hosting an informal discussion on the Role of
Knowledge Management in Project Close Out. Join us and our KM colleagues Jennifer Dahnke from QED
and April Thompson from KDAD as we share our experiences.
If you would like to share about this or any other aspect of your work with the group, please contact Yemisi
Songo-Williams, Knowledge Management Specialist, ysongowilliams@coregroup.org.
As always, invite friends and colleagues to join us. We will have snacks and refreshments to help fuel the
discussions.

Food for Peace Website Update: Food Aid Product Information
Visit the new website at https://www.usaid.gov/food-assistance
USAID's Office of Food for Peace has updated their food aid commodity fact sheets and repackaged it as a
complete reference guide, downloadable from their Food Aid Product Information webpage. The guide provides
information on U.S. food aid products, programming and procurement and is intended for implementing partners
of food assistance activities.
Please contact ffpcomms@usaid.gov with any questions.

New Behavior Change Support to Aid Workers
New website provides tools for understanding and tackling the key barriers to behavior
change.
Humanitarian and development organizations frequently promote a range of hygiene, nutrition, health, and other
practices that have huge potential for improving people's lives. Let's take washing hands with soap - this simple
behavior can reduce risk of life-threatening diarrhea by half. The challenge is that aid workers are not always
sure of all the cultural, economic or environmental barriers that prevent people from practicing these behaviors.
As a result, their projects do not sometimes achieve the desired outcomes. By using the tools
www.behaviourchange.net offers, aid workers can understand these barriers and design more effective behavior
change strategies. The development of this website was supported by the INGO People in Need.
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Register by April 20! The course begins April 30, 2018 and costs $250/person.
Humanitarian cash is growing, and more of that cash is transferred digitally. Are you ready?
You can be. As part of the Electronic Cash Transfer Learning Action Network's (ELAN's) final year, they have
partnered with Ignacio Mas and the Digital Frontiers Institute (DFI) to build Digital Humanitarian Cash: Extreme
Operations.
The five-week course is offered through DFI's unique online platform, combining the ease of online learning with
the benefits of (virtual) classroom interaction. Topics include:
Basics of humanitarian cash
What tech and why?
Designing for inclusion
Service provider selection
Data protection
Register here.

Featured Resource
Growing A Future: Liberian Youth Reflect on Agriculture Livelihoods
Over the next few decades, agriculture will continue to be the
dominant sector of employment and a vital source of labor for most
young people in Africa. Harnessing youth’s potential to participate
meaningfully in their food systems, from production to plate, has the
potential to increase their productivity and revenues, as well as
ensure the resilience and food security of their households.
This research, conducted by Mercy Corps with funding from the
TOPS Small Grant program, allows us to gain a better
understanding of the roles youth play, or could potentially play, in
the agricultural development of Liberia, and provides concrete
recommendations on how to better engage youth within our
agriculture programming.
Access the resource here.

Job Postings
Meeting Facilitator and Organizer (Consultancy), TOPS Program with CORE Group
Communications Consultant based in Washington, DC with CORE Group
Knowledge Management Summer Intern based in Washington, DC with CORE Group
Director, WASH, TOPS Program based in Washington, DC with Save the Children
Collaboration and Learning Specialist, SCALE based in Washington, DC or open to other Mercy Corps
location with Mercy Corps
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Capacity Strengthening Specialist,SCALE based in Nairobi, Kenya or open to other Mercy Corps location
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in East
Africa
with Mercy Corps
Value Chain Scientist based in Batu Maung, Penang, Malaysia with WorldFish
Senior Technical Advisor, Food Security based in Washington, DC with Project Concern International
Team Leader (Consultancy), Global Support Facility for the National Information Platforms for Nutrition
Initiative based in Montpellier, France with Agropolis International
Director, Financial Capability and Youth Employment based in Washington, DC with Save the Children
Monitoring, Evaluation & Learning Advisor, Resilience based in Washington, DC with Mercy Corps
Market Systems Development Advisor based in Amman, Jordan with Mercy Corps
Food Security Technical Coordinator based in Maradi, Niger with Mercy Corps
Technical Advisor, Humanitarian Assistance and Resilience based in Washington, DC with Project
Concern International
Regional Director, HarvestPlus based in Hanoi Vietnam with IFPRI
Food Security Technical Coordinator based in Niger with NCBA CLUSA
Senior Director, Food Security and Livelihoods based in Washington, DC with World Vision

Funding & Other Opportunities
Feed the Future Global Food Security Broad Agency Announcement | Expressions of Interest Deadline:
April 23, 2018, 12:00 PM EDT
The intent of the BAA is to create high-quality, effective partnerships to conduct cutting-edge R&D to find new
and innovative ways of combating food insecurity and malnutrition. Under this BAA, USAID seeks partners that
are committed to share responsibility, shared risk, and shared resourcing, or co-investment. USAID's Bureau for
Food Security (BFS) is seeking R&D to develop new and innovative approaches to enhance agricultural systems
and rural development through well-integrated interventions that empower youth and foster improved gender
dynamics. Learn more here!

Food Systems for Healthy and Sustainable Diets Course | Deadline: April 23, 2018
Food systems consider all the actors, elements and activities that relate to primary producing, processing,
distributing, preparing and consuming food and waste disposal; and the socio-economic and
environmental outcomes of these activities. The course explores food systems from a dietary perspective and
discusses which components are related to the diet gaps for different population groups at national, regional and
global level. It discusses possible actions to be taken to transform the food system for addressing gaps, and how
these actions can be leveraged in a sustainable way. The training targets staff of governmental and nongovernmental organisations. The course is job-oriented and the training approach is interactive as well as
evidence-based: it provides the participants with the possibility to learn from expert facilitators as well as from
each other. Transfer of knowledge goes hand in hand with case studies, working groups, etc. A mix of
participants with different backgrounds, yet common interests, will provide a good basis for the exchange of
experiences. Learn more here!
Thought for Food Global Challenge | Deadline: May 4, 2018
Thought for Food launches the 5th edition of the TFF Challenge, inviting young leaders from around the world to
sign up and develop new ideas and business concepts that tackle the challenge of sustainably feeding our
world's growing population. This year the competition is open to everyone under the age of 35. Learn more here!
Food Systems for Improved Nutrition Research Program: Request for Applications | Concept Memos
Deadline: May 7, 2018
The UK Department for International Development (DFID) and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation are seeking
applications to address a broad set of robust and large-scale research priorities to guide program and policy
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of this program is to deliver high-quality evidence on innovations, interventions and

approaches to mitigate food-borne diseases (FBD) and biological hazards related to food systems at large scale
in LMIC food systems. The outcome will be a portfolio of research investments that fill the gaps in evidence
related to the nature of the problem, incentives and barriers to reducing the presence of hazards in the food
supply, and appropriate policies, regulations, and standards. Learn more here!

Upcoming Events
Ecosystem-Based Adaptation for Development Results: USAID ATLAS Project; April 19; Washington, DC and
Online
Nutrition Olympiad 2018: Empowerment and Nutrition of Youth for a Healthy Nation: Bangladesh Institute of ICT
in Development and the MUCH Project; April 21; Dhaka, Bangladesh
Market Systems Symposium 2018: EcoVentures International; April 24-26; Cape Town, South Africa
Theory of Change Refresher Sessions: The TOPS Program; April 24, 25, and 27; Washington, DC
Complementary Food for Africa: New Products and Approaches for Improved Childhood Nutrition: Soybean
Innovation Lab; April 25; Online
Overcoming Gender Barriers to Accessing and Using Climate Information Services: Agrilinks; April 25; Online
Cash Working Group Meeting: Cash Learning Partnership; April 26; Washington, DC
Building an Evidence Base on Rural Youth Employment and Livelihoods: BIFAD and USAID; May 8; Washington,
DC and Online
BIFAD Public Meeting on Resilience Measurement and Analysis: BIFAD and USAID; May 9; Washington, DC
and Online
Focus Groups 101: Brief Guide to Conducting Focus Groups in Village Settings: Soybean Innovation Lab; May 9;
Online
More Events

New Reports, Guides & Tools
The impact of disasters and crises on agriculture and food security 2017 from FAO
Conflict-sensitive approaches to development, humanitarian assistance and peacebuilding: A resource pack from
Saferworld
From analysis to action: World Vision's journey of rapid context analysis in humanitarian emergencies from World
Vision
Can Market Systems Development Build Resilience in Fragile Contexts? from Mercy Corps
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Toolkit for Optimizing Cash-based Interventions for Protection from Gender-based Violence from Women's
Refugee Commission
Enhancing the effectiveness of agriculture-to-nutrition pathways: Key insights from a gender analysis of impact
evaluation design from KIT Royal Tropical Institute and Food & Business Knowledge Platform
How to assess the potential for conflict associated with water projects from Catholic Relief Services

Recent Articles
Gender considerations in informal food markets in sub-Saharan Africa from A4NH
Want to save the world from hunger? Start not wasting food, shoppers told from The Guardian
Eco-farming can solve hunger and climate crises, experts say from Reuters
The Power of Networks for Sustainable Women & Youth Employment from The Chicago Council on Global
Affairs
Scientists examine threats to food security if we meet the Paris Climate Targets from The Guardian
Weather Ready, Climate Smart: Leveraging next-generation technologies, the Government of Liberia taps the
private sector to build effective climate information and early warning systems from UNDP
One drop at a time, cities learn from Cape Town's water crisis from Zilient

If you are not already on our e-mail list, sign-up here. We welcome news of events, tools, trainings, country
updates and other content from the broad FSN Network community. Please send any suggested
content to news@fsnnetwork.org.
The TOPS Program was made possible by the generous support and contribution of the American people
through the United States Agency for International Development (USAID). The contents of this newsletter do not
necessarily reflect the views of USAID or the United States Government.
The FSN Network is being spearheaded by TOPS, a USAID/FFP funded program seeking to build the capacity
of FFP grantees and other food security and nutrition implementers. The program is working to improve the
quality of implementation through fostering collaboration, innovation, and knowledge sharing around food
security and nutrition best practices. For more information about TOPS please click here.
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