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Updates from Food for Peace, upcoming trainings and events in food
security, new job openings, and more.
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VIDEO OF THE WEEK 
Published by The Guardian 
 
As a look back on this year's International Women's
Day, watch this video featuring Yegna, an all-female
band championing women's rights across Ethiopia
through songs, radio drama and their own YouTube
channel.  
 
Submit photos or videos for future newsletters.

DID YOU KNOW... 
After 15 years of creating a robust online
community of experts and practitioners around
inclusive market development, Microlinks has
recently been reborn as Marketlinks. The new
community website has gained improved
functionality and is mobile friendly but still covers
the same breadth of inclusive market
development and economic growth topics for
both development and humanitarian response
contexts. Access the website here. 
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Contribute to the Newsletter!
The FSN Network News is a community newsletter, and we welcome your input. Let us know of upcoming
events, new publications, and interesting articles. We also share new job openings, funding opportunities, calls
for input, and photos. Email submissions to news@fsnnetwork.org.

Launch of the SCALE Program
Strengthening Capacity in Agriculture, Livelihoods, and Environment Program 
 
The SCALE Program is a five-year Associate Award funded by the USAID Office of Food for Peace (FFP) from
January 2018-January 2023. Implemented by Mercy Corps in collaboration with Save the Children, this program
builds on agricultural activities implemented under the Technical and Operational Performance Support (TOPS)
Program (www.thetopsprogram.org).  
 
SCALE is designed to further improve the impact, sustainability, and scalability of FFP's activities in agriculture,
natural resource management, and livelihoods. Specifically, the program will focus on sustainable and climate-
sensitive approaches that foster resilient agricultural systems, and enhance income opportunities within
agricultural systems and off-farm livelihoods.  
 
The program will combine capacity strengthening with knowledge sharing and management to improve technical
expertise and programmatic impact across FFP's global portfolio in both emergency and development contexts. 
 
SCALE will:

Identify and design packages of adult-centered learning approaches in complementary technical topics
adapted to different audiences;
Place a specific emphasis on building evidence across agencies;
Promote identified best practices while highlighting innovations and technologies; and
Develop systems that will allow for greater sustainability of capacity strengthening and knowledge
management efforts.

A strategic approach to knowledge capture, generation, application, and sharing will establish long-term
processes and measure results.  
 
The SCALE Program is currently recruiting for the following positions:

Collaboration and Learning Specialist - Washington
Capacity Strengthening Specialist - East Africa

 
For more information, contact Andrea Mottram, amottram@mercycorps.org.  
 
Additional information and more details on how to get involved will be coming shortly at www.fsnnetwork.org. 

Theory of Change Refresher Sessions
Register for one of these dates: April 24th, April 25th, and April 27th.  
 
Are you experiencing Assumption Agony? Running from Rationales? Is your head spinning with regard to the
presentation of recommended TOC narrative content? You are not alone...and TOPS is here to help! 
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TOPS Strategic Learning Advisor, Laurie Starr, will host three in-person refresher sessions designed to answer
questions that help you fine tune a Theory of Change.  
 
Register for your preferred session:

Session 1: Tuesday, April 24th | 1:00 - 4:30 PM EDT - limited to 22 participants
Session 2: Wednesday, April 25th | 9:00 AM - 12:30 PM EDT - limited to 14 participants
Session 3: Friday, April 27th | 9:00 AM - 12:30 PM EDT - limited to 14 participants

Learn more here.

Launch of Resilience Thematic Training Series
Online Training Courses from USAID's Center for Resilience 
 
This trio of online training courses provides access to key concepts by thought leaders, content covering
resilience and its relation to the module topic, information on frontier topics, and practical considerations for
programming.  
 
The focus of these three training modules were identified as priority learning areas by people who completed the
Introduction to Resilience at USAID and beyond module: 

Measuring resilience
Resilience and livelihood diversification
Resilience and poverty escapes

The interactive modules are self-paced and approximately one hour in length (excluding the review of
resources). Access the modules below:

For USAID Staff
For Non-USAID Staff

WASH Matters for Conservation - Conservation Matters for WASH: A
Webinar in Honor of World Water Day
March 28, 2018, 8:00 - 9:15 AM EDT | Online 
 
The theme for World Water Day (March 22) is Nature for Water, focusing on nature-based solutions to current
water challenges. In honor of World Water Day, join World Vision's WASH Community of Practice for a 75-minute
webinar focusing on nature-based solutions to WASH issues, with a particular emphasis on conservation. 
 
Presenters:

Colleen Sorto, Director of Development Partnerships from Conservation International, will share about
their work promoting integrated approaches to WASH and freshwater ecosystem conservation.
Marielle Snel, Regional WASH Technical Advisor, from World Vision's Middle East and Eastern Europe
Region, will be sharing practical case studies on how WASH teams in her region are using nature-based
solutions to address water scarcity issues.

These presentations will be followed by comments from discussant Tony Rinaudo, Principal Advisor of Natural
Resources for World Vision Australia. He is an expert on a conservation technique called farmer-managed
natural regeneration.  
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Learn more and register here. 

Systems Thinking to Sustain Improved Nutrition: Helping Program Planners
See the Forest AND the Trees
March 29, 2018, 9:00 - 10:30 AM EDT | Online 
 
Today's world faces a double burden of malnutrition, with almost three billion people either undernourished,
overweight, or obese (FAO 2013). The causes of this growing crisis are numerous and multi-faceted.  
 
Recognizing the need for action, USAID's Multi-Sectoral Nutrition Strategy (2014-2025) and the Local Systems:
A Framework for Supporting Sustained Development emphasize the multi-sectoral causes of malnutrition, the
need for multi-sectoral solutions, and the benefit of using systems thinking to strengthen design, implementation,
and measurement. Despite growing recognition of the need for systems thinking, little guidance exists to help
countries, USAID missions, and implementing agencies incorporate this approach into nutrition program design
and implementation. 
 
Join SPRING for a webinar to learn more about systems thinking for nutrition. They will highlight its relevance
and applicability to real world programming in the Kyrgyz Republic and discuss how systems thinking is being
promoted in the design and implementation of nutrition programs.  
 
Learn more and register here. 

Face-to-Face Trainings on Core Cash Transfer Programming (CTP) Skills
First course starts March 29th so act fast! 
 
Register for the Cash Learning Partnership (CaLP)'s face-to-face trainings in Amman, Gaziantep, Juba,
Kampala, and Maiduguri. Courses include five-day core cash and voucher programming skills targeted to
program staff, as well as one-day courses on monitoring.  
 
Learn more and register here.

Core Cash Transfer Programming (CTP) Skills for Supply Chain, Finance, &
ICT Staff Webinar Series
March 22 - June 28, 2018 | Online 
 
The Core Cash Transfer Programming (CTP) Skills for Supply Chain, Finance, & ICT Staff training supports
knowledgeable operations staff in delivering cash and voucher programs. The course focuses on the differences
in requirements of the delivery modalities, the implications to operations, and how best to support and coordinate
with program staff. The course was developed by Fritz Institute, in collaboration with the Cash Learning
Partnership (CaLP), funded by USAID. 

Fritz Institute is now working on a webinar delivery approach, with three (3) offerings via webinar between March
and June 2018:

Webinar Pilot 1: 6 weeks, 2x per week on Mondays and Thursdays, 22 Mar - 30 Apr (skip Easter
Monday)
Webinar Pilot 2 (anticipated): 11 weeks, 1x per week on Tuesdays, 17 Apr - 26 Jun
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Webinar Pilot 3 (anticipated): 6 weeks, 2x per week on Mondays and Thursdays, 14 May - 28 Jun

For more information, visit here. 
To apply, visit here. 

Featured Resource
The TOPS Program and FSN Network Core Competency Series Booklet (4th Edition) 

The Core Competency Series intends to provide hiring
managers, program managers, and program staff with
explanations of the basic skills and knowledge senior technical
staff may possess to carry out their positions effectively. These
core competencies may also be used to assess gaps in staff
knowledge and prepare capacity-building plans through
discussion and review of the core competency areas or through
use of The TOPS Program Self-Assessment Toolkit for
Effective Development Food Assistance Programming.
Practitioners can insert the competencies listed for each
technical area into a generic self-rating tool and adapt to their
specific context.  
 
This new version of the booklet includes a core competency list
for Knowledge Management positions and an updated core
competency list for Gender positions.  
 
The series was developed by staff from The TOPS Program
with significant contributions from the various task forces of the
FSN Network.  
 
Access the resource here. 

Job Postings
Collaboration and Learning Specialist, SCALE based in Washington, DC or open to other Mercy Corps
location with Mercy Corps
Capacity Strengthening Specialist,SCALE based in Nairobi, Kenya or open to other Mercy Corps location
in East Africa with Mercy Corps
Deputy Chief of Party based in Bukavu, Democratic Republic of Congo with Food for the Hungry
Health and Nutrition Manager based in Bukavu, Democratic Republic of Congo with Food for the Hungry
Communications Consultant based in Washington, DC with CORE Group
Senior Specialist, WASH in Emergencies based in Washington, DC with Save the Children 
Livelihoods Advisor based in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania with Save the Children
Senior Research Assistant/Research Analyst, Markets, Trade and Institutions based in Washington, DC
with IFPRI
Senior Research Assistant/Research Analyst, Poverty, Health, and Nutrition based in New Delhi, India
with IFPRI
Consultancy, Training Materials and Workshop Facilitator, Gender with Mercy Corps Somalia
Program Manager, Africa Programs based in Raleigh, NC with Curamericas Global
Director, Gender Equality and Social Inclusion based in Washington, DC with World Vision
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Deputy Regional Director, Central America based in Guatemala City, Guatemala with Action Against
Hunger
Senior Research Assistant/ Research Analyst, Environment and Production Technology based in
Washington, DC with IFPRI

Funding & Other Opportunities
Food Systems for Healthy and Sustainable Diets Course | Deadline: April 23, 2018 
Food systems considers all the actors, elements and activities that relate to primary producing, processing,
distributing, preparing and consuming food and waste disposal; and the socio-economic and
environmental outcomes of these activities. The course explores food systems from a dietary perspective and
discuss which components are related to the diet gaps for different populations groups at national, regional and
global level. It discusses possible actions to be taken to transform the food system for addressing the gaps and
how these actions can be leveraged in a sustainable way. The training targets staff of governmental and non-
governmental organisations. The course is job-oriented and the training approach is interactive, experience as
well as evidence-based: it provides the participants with the possibility to learn from expert facilitators as well as
from each other. Transfer of knowledge goes hand in hand with case studies, working groups, etc. A mix of
participants with different backgrounds, yet common interests, will provide a good basis for the exchange of
experiences. Learn more here! 
 
Thought for Food Global Challenge | Deadline: May 4, 2018 
Thought for Food launches the 5th edition of the TFF Challenge, inviting young leaders from around the world to
sign up and develop new ideas and business concepts that tackle the challenge of sustainably feeding our
world's growing population. This year the competition is open to everyone under the age of 35. Learn more here! 
 
Case Study Writing Opportunities for Digital Development for Feed the Future (D2FTF) | Deadline: June
30, 2018 
D2FTF is committed to complete 10 case studies by September 2018, highlighting how organizations within the
Feed the Future zones of influence are using digital tools and technologies to more effectively and efficiently
meet their goals, while documenting improved agricultural outcomes as a result. mSTAR, at FHI 360, is seeking
up to four Washington, DC-based consultants to research, draft and finalize four case studies on either (1) how
organizations implementing agricultural programs are using two digital tools and technologies; the impact that
these digital tools and technologies have had on their results; and how these digital interventions link to Feed the
Future goals and objectives, even if the programs are not Feed the Future supported; or (2) a meta-analysis of
digital tools used in agriculture to date. Learn more here! 
 
Two Funded PhD Opportunities on Environmental Impacts of Canadian Food Choices | Rolling Deadline 
University of Waterloo (starting ASAP) and Dalhousie University (starting Fall 2018). Are you interested in
sustainable and healthy diets, addressing food security, and the challenge of eating within planetary boundaires?
Professor Goretty Dias, of the Faculty of Environment, University of Waterloo, and Professor Peter Tyedmers of
the School for Resource and Environmental Studies, Dalhousie University, are looking for keen PhD students
with a track record of successful research at the Masters level who enjoy engaging in multi-disciplinary research.
Students will join a newly established, SSHRC-funded project. Learn more here!

Upcoming Events
 
Global Food Security Symposium 2018: Chicago Council of Global Affairs; March 21-22; Washington, DC 
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Tools to Build Better Programs: A Practical Workshop: K4Health; March 21; Washington, DC 
 
Webinar on Poultry egg production and utilization among women participating in the Nutrition Links Project in a
rural district in Ghana: ANH Academy and African Nutrition Society; March 22; Online 
 
Deeply Talks: What is the Role of Technology in Reducing Stunting: Malnutrition Deeply; March 22; Online 
 
Core Cash Transfer Programming (CTP) Skills for Supply Chain, Finance, & ICT Staff Webinar Series: Fritz
Institute and The Cash Learning Partnership; March 22-June 28; Online  
 
WASH Matters for Conservation - Conservation Matters for WASH: World Vision's WASH Community of Practice;
March 28; Online 
 
Systems Thinking to Sustain Improved Nutrition: Helping Program Planners See the Forest AND the Trees:
SPRING; March 29; Online 
 
Workshop on Cost-Efficiency and Cost-Effectiveness Methodologies and Applications in Humanitarian
Assistance: USAID, International Rescue Committee, and The Cash Learning Partnership; April 9-10;
Washington, DC 
 
More Events

New Reports, Guides & Tools
 
World Water Development Report 2018 from UN Water 
 
Global Food Policy Report 2018 from IFPRI 
 
Mapping child growth failure in Africa between 2000 and 2015 from Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation 
 
Trade and the equitability of global food nutrient distribution from Nature Sustainability 
 
Agriculture, food security, and nutrition in Malawi: Leveraging the links from IFPRI 
 
Better Nutrition and Health for Families Through Local Educational Videos - the GloCal Project from Agrilinks 
 
Building Urban Resilience to Climate Change: A Review of Madagascar from ATLAS -Climate Change
Adaptation, Thought Leadership and Assessments

Recent Articles
 
Opportunities and Challenges in Striving Towards Sustainable Food Systems from AN4H 
 
WOCCU: Stimulating Agricultural Lending Through Credit Unions and Savings Groups from Agrilinks 
 
Can WFP's Food Assistance for Assets contribute to women's empowerment and nutrition? from AN4H 
 
Water shortages could affect 5bn people by 2050, UN report warns from The Guardian 
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In Kibera, women and children bear brunt of heavy rains from Al Jazeera 
 
How Refugees are Helping Create Blockchain's Brand New World from Wired 
 
Congo-Kinshasa: Fighting, Displacement Cause Hunger to Soar from VOA 
 
Every Day Seems Like 'Day Zero' to Some Cape Town Residents from NPR

If you are not already on our e-mail list, sign-up here. We welcome news of events, tools, trainings, country
updates and other content from the broad FSN Network community. Please send any suggested
content to news@fsnnetwork.org. 

The TOPS Program was made possible by the generous support and contribution of the American people
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