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VIDEO OF THE WEEK
Submitted by HarvestPlus
Nearly every other child aged under five in India is estimated
to be stunted. Lack of sufficient zinc in the diet is one of the
major causes of stunting. Millions of people in northern India
depend on wheat for their daily diet. A new variety of wheat
that is rich in zinc is now available to farmers and consumers
in the country. This video highlights some of the major actors
in zinc wheat promotion, and follow the variety across the
value chain, from farm to plate. Learn more about
HarvestPlus here.
Submit photos or videos for future newsletters.

DID YOU KNOW...
There are 24 Feed the Future Innovation Labs,
forming a unique network supported by over 70 top
U.S. universities along with many partner country
research and education institutions. These Labs are
on the cutting edge of efforts to research, develop and
take to scale safe and effective technologies that
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Contribute to the Newsletter!
The FSN Network News is a community newsletter, and we welcome your input. Let us know of upcoming
events, new publications, and interesting articles. We also share new job openings, funding opportunities, calls
for input, and photos. Email submissions to news@fsnnetwork.org.

Announcing the TOPS/FSN Network Knowledge Sharing Meeting!
July 2017 | Washington, DC

The next TOPS/FSN Network Knowledge Sharing Meeting will be in July in Washington, DC. Be on the lookout
for futher announcements on date, venue, theme, and more!
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you make are as substantial as the knowledge you
gain. Every session you attend, from energizing

plenaries to intimate lunch tables, encourages active
participation and engagement with your peers.
Take advantage of frequent exchanges with
colleagues from around the world and across the food
security and nutrition spectrum as you learn firsthand
what works and what doesn’t, and share your own
experiences and challenges.
With each conversation, both in and out of sessions, you are building momentum toward our common goal of
ending hunger and malnutrition for all.
Learn more about our Knowledge Sharing Meetings here.

Take a Survey: Shape the Content of the TOPS/FSN Network Knowledge
Sharing Meeting
July 2017 | Washington, DC

The next TOPS/FSN Network Knowledge Sharing
Meeting will be in July in Washington, DC.
This meeting will be an opportunity for practitioners,
researchers, and donors to explore activities and
approaches that lead to lasting successes in food
security. We will also reflect on the learning that has
been consolidated over the life of The TOPS Program.
Please let us know your thoughts about what should be addressed in the meeting so that we can plan a
meeting that best meets the needs of you and your programs.
Look out for more information about the meeting soon. If you have any question, please email
events@fsnnetwork.org

Attend the Realize: Gender Equity and Diversity for Social and Behavioral
Change
March 28March 31, 2017
Washington, DC
The TOPS Program and CARE International are pleased to announce an expanded Gender Equity and
Diversity for Social and Behavioral Change capacity building workshop. This highly participatory workshop
includes material from the previous workshop plus additional new content. The workshop will increase your
own understanding of gender equity and diversity and help you to promote lasting change with your teams and
in partnership with communities.
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"I learned of some wonderful activities that I can replicate for our field staff and HQ staff. I've also gained
facilitation skills thanks to the great facilitators during this workshop. I’ve also become even more passionate
about how crucial GED is for SBC."
"The flow of activities and…the activities themselves were extremely useful. I also think the space that was
given to debrief and share out was absolutely crucial."
"I learned how to initiate sometimes difficult discussions with staff and teams as part of gender training
workshops."
Apply to attend here.
Applicants chosen to attend will be notified on a rolling basis.

Attend the Commodity Management Toolkit Launch
March 30, 2017 | 10:00 AM ET
Save the Children, 899 N Capitol St NE, Ste. 900, Washington, DC
The Commodity Management (CM) Toolkit
is a onestop operational reference guide
for commodity management practitioners.
It consists of two integrated components: a
set of interactive process flow map and a
collection of 147 tools.
The CM Toolkit explains the complex
process of commodity management in
simple, easy to understand steps. It can be
used as a training primer for new staff who
are learning the basics of commodity
management as well as a useful reference
for those more familiar with CM.
The CM Toolkit will be freely available in electronic form in March 2017 on the FSN Network Website. Join
us on March 30 as we celebrate the launch of the toolkit.
For more information on the toolkit, please contact B.K. De, Senior Specialist, Commodity Management for The
TOPS Program at bkde@savechildren.org

Register Now! Evidence in Agriculture: Information Constraints to
Technology Adoption
April 6, 2017 | 10:00 AM  11:30 AM ET
How and when does information influence a farmer's input decisions? What are the potential barriers to
farmers learning and how can we best address those constraints?
Are you interested in hearing answers to these questions? Join The TOPS Program and Kyle Murphy from
http://us8.campaignarchive1.com/?u=a23f987974825389bef89cd9d&id=0f1ba38bae&e=429807a5d4
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constraints to agricultural technology adoption among smallholder farmers in the developing world. The
session will review results from evaluations on agricultural extension, social networks, and improving the
pedagogical method of extension services.
This is the second session in a series related to randomized evaluations. To listen to the first session, visit here.
Learn more and register here.

Attend the Learning for Gender Integration Evaluation Event Series
Multiple dates and locations
From December 2016 to February 2017, Lutheran World Relief, Cultural Practice, LLC (CP) and several peer
agencies evaluated the Learning for Gender Integration (LGI) projects in India, Uganda, and Nicaragua using a
combination of two participatory, qualitative methodologies, Most Significant Change and PhotoVoice, to
capture nuanced changes in food security and gender inequalities. Staff from Mercy Corps, Project Concern
International (PCI), ACDI/VOCA, and Episcopal Relief and Development contributed to the 'learning' aspect of
LGI, participating on the evaluation teams, sharing their knowledge throughout the process, and bringing the
experience back to their home organizations for further dissemination.
Lutheran World Relief and Cultural Practice, LLC invite you to celebrate the culmination of over five years of
LGI programming with us and attend a series of free events highlighting the LGI evaluation process and
results.
Learn more about the events below:
LGI Evaluation Soirée  April 6, Busboys and Poets, 2021 14th Street NW, Washington, DC 20009
LGI Evaluation Methodology Workshop  April 13, Lutheran World Relief, 700 Light Street, Baltimore,
MD 21230
LGI Evaluation Methodology Webinar  April 20, Online

Attend the Planning for Qualitative Research for Nutrition Training
Workshop
April 19, 2017 | 9:00 AM  5:00 PM ET
FHI 360, 1825 Connecticut Avenue NW, 8th Floor, Washington, DC 20009
Programs with a goal of improving nutritional status can benefit from thoughtful qualitative research. Staff of
nutritionspecific programs often know that an understanding of the many determinants of current dietary and
child feeding practices would enhance the effectiveness of their program but may have limited time and
resources to carry out extensive qualitative research. This workshop will describe the steps for improved
planning within these constraints to meet program needs while also building staff capacity for conducting
qualitative research. The workshop will look at a variety of methods available to obtain key qualitative and
semiquantitative information for effective programming.
Learn more and apply here by April 5.
This is a PreConference Workshop for CORE Group's Spring 2017 Global Health Practitioner Conference,
which will be April 2021 in the same location. In order to attend the workshop, participants do not need to have
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USAID Office of Food for Peace RFA for Uganda
Deadline: April 12, 2017 at 11:59 AM EST
You can now access the Fiscal Year 2017 (FY 2017) Request for Applications (RFA) for the Office of Food for
Peace (FFP) development food security activities in Karamoja  Uganda. The countryspecific information (CSI)
for this solicitation is also available here.
Applications are submitted at the risk of the applicant, and all preparation and submission costs are at the
applicant’s expense.
USAID reserves the right to adjust the number of awards, funding levels and sources of funding, given
the budget environment and other considerations. The CSI contains current thinking on numbers and
budget.
Just like last year, this RFA makes reference to separate technical information. Select
technical information is included in the Technical References and Monitoring & Evaluation Policy &
Guidance for Food for Peace Programs on the FFP website; links are provided in the RFA.
Thanks in part to our stakeholder consultation (recording linked) there were few substantial changes
made to the RFA materials this year.
A risk assessment and mitigation plan requirement has been added as an annex, the description is in
the RFA.
As a note, State/F has updated their Standardized Program Structure and Definitions (Program Areas
and Elements), the link, changes, and instructions are provided in the RFA. The suggested budget
template on the USAID/FFP website has also been updated. These changes will only affect programs
from FY 2017 on.
Applications are due Wednesday, April 12, 2017, by 11:59 a.m., Eastern Daylight Time. Please do not wait
until the last day to submit applications. USAID/FFP will work toward an expedient decision and will inform
successful applicants of its decision.
Oral presentations may be required as conditions permit (see RFA, page 5). Details concerning oral
presentations will be communicated to successful first phase applicants.
All documents are available on the USAID website: www.usaid.gov/Whatwedo/AgricultureandFood
Security/FoodAssistance/Programs/DevelopmentPrograms.
Alternatively, all documents are available on grants.gov.
Please note that no USAID/FFP country backstop officers or field representatives should be contacted
about information contained in the RFA materials or with application questions. All comments and
inquiries should be directed to Mr. Michael Keegan, mkeegan@usaid.gov, with a copy
to FACG@usaid.gov and "RFA FY 2017" in the subject line.

USAID Office of Food for Peace RFA for Uganda Graduation Pilot
Deadline: May 17, 2017 at 11:59 AM EST
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specific information (CSI) for this solicitation is also available here.
Applications are submitted at the risk of the applicant, and all preparation and submission costs are at the
applicant’s expense.
USAID reserves the right to adjust the number of awards, funding levels and sources of funding, given
the budget environment and other considerations. The CSI contains current thinking on numbers and
budget.
Just like last year, this RFA makes reference to separate technical information. Select
technical information is included in the Technical References and Monitoring & Evaluation Policy &
Guidance for Food for Peace Programs on the FFP website; links are provided in the RFA.
Thanks in part to our stakeholder consultation (recording linked) there were few substantial changes
made to the RFA materials this year.
A risk assessment and mitigation plan requirement has been added as an annex, the description is in
the RFA.
As a note, State/F has updated their Standardized Program Structure and Definitions (Program Areas
and Elements), the link, changes, and instructions are provided in the RFA. The suggested budget
template on the USAID/FFP website has also been updated. These changes will only affect programs
from FY 2017 on.
Applications are due Wednesday, May 17, 2017, by 11:59 a.m., Eastern Daylight Time. Please do not wait
until the last day to submit applications. USAID/FFP will work toward an expedient decision and will inform
successful applicants of its decision.
Oral presentations may be required as conditions permit (see RFA, page 5). Details concerning oral
presentations will be communicated to successful first phase applicants.
All documents are available on the USAID website: www.usaid.gov/Whatwedo/AgricultureandFood
Security/FoodAssistance/Programs/DevelopmentPrograms and the Uganda country
page: www.usaid.gov/Uganda/FoodAssistance.
Alternatively, all documents are available on grants.gov.
Please note that no USAID/FFP country backstop officers or field representatives should be contacted
about information contained in the RFA materials or with application questions. All comments and
inquiries should be directed to Mr. Michael Keegan, mkeegan@usaid.gov, with a copy
to FACG@usaid.gov and "RFA FY 2017" in the subject line.

Notice of Funding Opportunity for the Feed the Future Bangladesh Nutrition
Activity
USAID/Bangladesh and Feed the Future Initiative
A new Notice of Funding Opportunity for the Feed the Future Bangladesh Nutrition Activity has been published
on Grants.gov. Please click here for more details.
The notice is seeking concept notes in the process for selecting an organization for a Cooperative Agreement
from qualified US and nonUS organizations to fund an activity titled Feed the Future Bangladesh Nutrition
Activity.
USAID/Bangladesh intends to award a five year assistance activity under the U.S. Government Feed the Future
http://us8.campaignarchive1.com/?u=a23f987974825389bef89cd9d&id=0f1ba38bae&e=429807a5d4
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subject to the availability of funding. The Feed the Future Bangladesh Nutrition Activity will improve nutrition
outcomes for children under five, pregnant and lactating women and adolescent girls in the south west region
of Bangladesh. This will be achieved through increased consumption of nutritious, diverse and safe diets by
rural households, increased social and economic empowerment of women and girls, and improved access to
and adoption of improved water, sanitation and hygiene practices.

CaLP Cash Transfer Programming (CTP) Skills for Technical Program
Design and Quality
April 3, 2017April 7, 2017
Portland, Oregon, USA
The aim of this five (5) day facetoface training is to develop the knowledge, skills and confidence of
humanitarian organisations' practitioners for cash transfer technical design and quality. This course targets
technical or operational staff responsible for leading and overseeing the design and monitoring of cash transfer
programs (CTP).
This group might include technical specialists from many sectors, including but not limited to specialists in food
security, livelihoods, WASH and shelter. The course is focused on a technical and programmatic perspective,
and it incorporates examples and case studies from multiple sectors and from multisectoral programs.
Learn more and register here.

Take a Survey: Interest on Local and Regional Procurement (LRP) of
Commodities
The TOPS Program would like to hear about your interest in LRP, how it works, issues and challenges with
LRP, and any lessons learned from Private Voluntary Organizations (PVOs) involved in LRP.

Food Aid Quality Review (FAQR) Launches New Website!
Visit FAQR here: www.foodaidquality.org
The Food Aid Quality Review (FAQR) team has launched its new website. The new site features each of the
eight research areas of FAQR in detail, with the most up to date findings in that area, and field updates. These
areas are the following: Interagency Harmonization, FQR Field Research, Cost Tool, Food aid basket, Food
Quality & Safety, Commodity System, Sharing Knowledge, and Food Matrices. Website visitors will also have
easy access to FAQR publications, and can learn more about the partners and institutions supporting FAQR.
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The Food Fortification Initiative (FFI), formerly the Flour Fortification Initiative, is an international partnership
working to improve health through fortification of industrially milled grain products. FFI specializes in wheat
flour, maize flour, and rice. They provide support through multisector collaborations in communications
resources on the benefits of fortification; technical assistance in planning, implementing and monitoring
fortification programs; and tracking progress at the country and global levels.
FFI recently released its 2016 Year in Review which highlights work in drafting a regulation likely to affect
millions of people in India, creating an outline of how fortified rice could improve the health of 130 million
people in Africa, and designing a maize fortification strategy for Africa and an online tool to train fortification
leaders around the world.

Featured Resource
Farming for a Profit: Technical Guidance for Smallholder Financial Planning
Smallholder farmers need to understand the production costs and profitability of
their existing farming systems to realize the potential of investing in new
approaches. This guide gives practical advice on financial skills, stepbystep
instructions for calculations, an introduction to business plan development, and
key resources for further reading.
This guidance is mainly for project staff working with smallholder farmers, such
as those targeted by USAID Food for Peace (FFP)funded programs. These
farmers, who grow subsistence crops but may want to enter commercial markets
or earn more cash income, are often new to financial planning.
This case study is part of a series of TOPS Agriculture and Natural Resource
Management case studies. Click here to learn more about the series.
Read more and view the document in the resource library at fsnnetwork.org.

Job Postings
Director, Partnerships and Development based in Washington, DC with CORE Group
Chief of Party, Advancing Women's Empowerment based in Washington, DC with CARE
Chief of Party, Uganda DFAP based in Uganda with CARE
M&E Advisor, Uganda DFAP based in Uganda with CARE
Grant Developer, Sahel/450 based in either Bamako, Mali or Niamey, Niger with Action Against Hunger
Director, Food, Nutrition & Livelihoods Security based in Washington, DC with PCI
Gender Advisor based in Uganda with Save the Children
Senior Technical Lead, Monitoring & Evaluation based in Washington, DC with Mercy Corps
Project Director, Global Nutrition Procurement based in Washington, DC with FHI 360
Nutrition & Health Coordinator based in Sanaa, Yemen with Action Against Hunger
Nutrition Specialist based in New York City, New York with International Rescue Committee
Senior Research and Knowledge Management Advisor based in Arlington, Virginia with USAID
Expert in Child Labor in Agriculture and Emergencies based remotely with FAO
Women's Economic and Empowerment Lead based in Dhaka, Bangladesh with ACDI/VOCA
http://us8.campaignarchive1.com/?u=a23f987974825389bef89cd9d&id=0f1ba38bae&e=429807a5d4
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Funding & Other Opportunities
Apply to Present at the 2017 Global Youth Economic Opportunities Summit  Applications due March 29,
2017
Presenting at the Global Youth Economic Opportunities Summit is a unique opportunity to join 500+ leading
stakeholders from 55 countries who are advancing the social and economic wellbeing of young
people. Summit presenters gain visibility, highlight expertise, and deepen and expand networks. Competitive
session proposals should deepen understanding, advance learning and practice, offer diverse perspectives,
and engage, inspire, and challenge.
The Horticulture Innovation Lab's Trellis Fund Seeking Grant Proposals  Submissions due April 3, 2017
Organizations in Africa, Asia, and Central America are invited to compete for new Trellis Fund grants up to
$4,000 each for 6month projects, to extend horticultural information to local farmers and stakeholders along
fruit or vegetable value chains. Project proposals may address horticultural crop production, irrigation, plant
nutrition, pest management, postharvest practices or marketing issues in relation to fruits and vegetables. Once
projects are selected, the Trellis Fund will connect organizations with U.S. graduate students who have related
agricultural expertise for project support, providing benefits to both the student and the incountry institution.
Request for Applications: YouthPower Learning Grants  Applications due April 13, 2017
Making Cents International (Making Cents) under the United States Agency for International Development
(USAID)funded contract YouthPower Learning is seeking grant applications from qualified entities as part of its
efforts to further assess, evaluate, document, and disseminate innovative work in positive youth development
and crosssectoral youth programming. YouthPower Learning is launching requests for applications (RFA) for
grants in the following thematic areas: Advancing the Evidence Base for GenderTransformative Positive Youth
Development and Advancing the Evidence Base for Youth Civic Engagement in Effective Peacebuilding or in
Countering/Prevention of Violent Extremism (CVE/PVE).

Upcoming Events
Theory of Change Adaptive Learning and Validation Conference and Workshop: ACDI/VOCA; March 2024;
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Report Launch of the CSIS Task Force on Women's and Family Health: CSIS; March 20; Washington, DC
InsideNGO Food Aid Roundtable: InsideNGO; March 22; Washington, DC
National and District Tools to Guide Anemia Programming: SPRING Project; March 23; Online
Cracking the Nut 2017: Reinforcing Food Systems to Meet Urban Demand: March 2728; Bangkok, Thailand
Institutionalizing Community Health Conference: March 2730; Johannesburg, South Africa
The First All Africa Post Harvest Congress and Exhibition: March 2831; Nairobi, Kenya
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Making Content Meaningful: How to Adapt Existing Global Health Content for Different Audiences: K4Health;
March 28; Online
Global Food Security Symposium 2017: The Chicago Council on Global Affairs; March 2930; Washington, DC
Gender in the Global Research Landscape: Report Symposium: Elsevier; March 31; Washington, DC
Reducing Childhood Stunting (MultiSectoral ELearning Opportunity): World Vision; April 3May 12; Online
Communities of Practice in Development Coordination: KM4Dev; April 67; Seattle, Washington
CaLP Market Assessment Tools Training: CaLP; May 1519; Baltimore, Maryland
Reducing Childhood Stunting (NutritionSpecific ELearning Opportunity): World Vision; May 15July 7; Online
Permaculture for Resilience: A Design Certification Course for People Working in International Development:
May 21June 4; Maricopa, California
More Events

New Reports, Guides & Tools
Agriculture, Food Systems, and Nutrition: Meeting the Challenge from Global Challenges
Improving Nutrition through Biofortification: A Review of Evidence from HarvestPlus, 2003 through 2016 from
Global Food Security
Ten Recommendations for Translating Nutrition Policy into Nutrition Action from SPRING Project
Catalogue of Innovations & Good Practices on Gender and Resilience in Africa from UN Women
Revisiting What Works: Women, Economic Empowerment and Smart Design from Center for Global
Development
The Effects of DFID's Cash Transfer Programmes on Poverty and Vulnerability from Independent Commission
for Aid Impact

Recent Articles
UN Says World Faces Largest Humanitarian Crisis Since 1945, New York Times
How women farmers are battling climate change in Zimbabwe, IRIN News
Clean water finally flows to transform lives of tea pickers in Bangladesh, The Guardian
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Access to drinking water around the world  in five infographics, The Guardian
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The Indigenous 'People of Wildlife' Know How to Protect Nature, IPS News
Chickens don't use toilets: Why managing animal feces helps children grow taller, The World Bank
All skilled up and nowhere to go, Devex
New 120 Under 40 Video Launched, 120 Under 40

If you are not already on our email list, signup here. We welcome news of events, tools, trainings, country
updates and other content from the broad FSN Network community. Please send any suggested
content to news@fsnnetwork.org.
The TOPS Program was made possible by the generous support and contribution of the American people
through the United States Agency for International Development (USAID). The contents of this newsletter do
not necessarily reflect the views of USAID or the United States Government.
The FSN Network is being spearheaded by TOPS, a USAID/FFP funded program seeking to build the capacity
of FFP grantees and other food security and nutrition implementers. The program is working to improve the
quality of implementation through fostering collaboration, innovation, and knowledge sharing around food
security and nutrition best practices. For more information about TOPS please click here.
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