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PHOTO OF THE WEEK
Submitted by SPRING
Since 2015, USAID's multi-sectoral nutrition project,
SPRING, has been working in Guinea to improve
nutrition, hygiene, and nutrition-sensitive agriculture
practices through research for program design, local
capacity building, and social behavior change tools,
reaching over 2,000 community members through
community video and radio. This local family acted in
one of the initial test videos that promoted handwashing
to maintain a clean environment. Learn more about
SPRING's work in community media for nutrition.
Submit photos or videos for future newsletters.

DID YOU KNOW...
Miss yesterday's stakeholder consultation with
Food for Peace (FFP) on RFA materials? No
problem! FFP is seeking feedback on its technical
and analytical documents that support RFAs.
Which do you use and not use and why? What
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are the information gaps? Give your feedback on
these documents (including technical reference
chapters, country specific information, and more)
here: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3LQWZ3N
Additionally, FFP's Technical Reference Chapters
were last updated July 26, 2017; view them here!

Contribute to the Newsletter!
The FSN Network News is a community newsletter, and we welcome your input. Let us know of upcoming
events, new publications, and interesting articles. We also share new job openings, funding opportunities, calls
for input, and photos. Email submissions to news@fsnnetwork.org.

Resources Now Available! TOPS/FSN Network Knowledge Sharing Meeting:
Successes, Challenges, and the Way Forward: Seven Years of Community
Building
July 19-20, 2017 | Washington, DC

Over 200 implementers, donors, and researchers from over 60 organizations joined us for the final TOPS/FSN
Network Knowledge Sharing Meeting on July 19-20, 2017 in Washington, DC. The conference not only looked
back over the past seven years of The TOPS Program, but also looked forward to productive discussions about
our collective accomplishments and innovations, lessons learned, and ways in which the greater food security
and nutrition community can keep advancing in the years to come.
All recordings, presentations, and other supporting materials are now available on the FSN Network
website. You can access the materials here.

Resources Now Available! World Breastfeeding Week Webinar Series
Monday, July 31, 2017 - Friday, August 4, 2017 | 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM EST
Online
Last week, USAID and its partners, with assistance from The TOPS Program, hosted a webinar series for World
Breastfeeding Week. The recordings and presentations from those webinars are now available online at the FSN
Network. You can access these resources, as well as other useful breastfeeding links, at the event page, here.
Interested in a specific webinar? Click on one below to read the description and access any available recordings
or presentations.
http://mailchi.mp/65cf2f7fb7d4/fsn-network-news-volume-7-issue-32
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Barriers to Breastfeeding: Findings from a Systematic Review of Practices in 20 Countries | MCSP
PastTogether
Issues to Save Lives in Emergencies: Initiatives and Tools to Support Breastfeeding in
Working
Emergencies | Save the Children
The Global Partnership for HIV-Free Survival: Quality Improvement and Breastfeeding/ART Compliance |
USAID ASSIST Project
Human Milk Feeding for Small/Sick Newborns | Every Preemie - SCALE
Revitalizing the Baby Friendly Hospital Initiative: Experiences from Malawi | MCSP

Thank you to all who presented or participated!

Anthropometry and Resilience Capacities: Preliminary Analyses and
Thoughts for the Way
Thursday, August 10, 2017 | 10:00 AM - 11:30 AM EST
Save the Children, 899 North Capitol Street NE, 9th Floor, Washington, DC 20002 & Online
What can resilience analysis tell us about nutritional deviance? With support from the USAID-funded REAL
Award through The TOPS Program, TANGO International will present the findings from their deep dive analysis
into the correlates of nutritional deviance (contrasts between well-nourished and malnourished children) from two
large household surveys, one in Burkina Faso and Niger (RISE) and another in northern Kenya (REGAL). The
analysis, showing contrasting well-nourished with poorly nourished children, provides useful information.
The findings indicate that certain household characteristics are significantly associated with malnourished
children and others with well-nourished children. Results from this study provide programmatic insights for
nutrition and resilience and have broader implications for future research, while also highlight the importance of
forward tracking and refinement of resilience trajectories, and modifying evaluation design to identify
interventions that lead to nutritional resilience. The study also suggest that women's empowerment may be a
critical--and underexplored-- link between interventions and child nutrition.
Learn more and register here!

Pipeline and Resource Estimate Proposal (PREP) Guidance
Please find attached the final Pipeline and Resource Estimate Proposal (PREP) Guidance and pipeline analysis.
These documents can also be found on the USAID website. Note that this guidance was optional while out in
draft, but will be mandatory as of October 1, 2017. Awards from FY 2016 and earlier can continue to break
down detailed budgets by program area/element, but are encouraged to only provide this level of detail in their
comprehensive budgets. Please discuss with your Agreement Officer's Representative (AOR). Even if an
awardee's budget does not change, the documents required will be applicable as per the guidance. Please see a
summary of major changes:
The M&E Plan update and the Environmental Status Report (ESR) should now be submitted in
advance of the PREP, ideally at least 3 months before the anticipated PREP submission by the
partners. The plan is for these two components to be in clearance by USAID before the PREP
is submitted, to permit any necessary programmatic or budget adjustments to be approved by USAID in
the PREP. Please consult with your AOR about when these annual requirements would be submitted. For
more information you can see the M&E Policy and Guidance or the ESR Guidance.
This new segmentation of the documentation will allow FFP and the partner to adapt the management
and implementation of the award in light of any changes. In addition, it will better connect the Annual
Results Report learning with future planning. This change will focus on the analytical elements of the
M&E Plan update and ESR. In doing so, the logical connection of these aspects – performance and
http://mailchi.mp/65cf2f7fb7d4/fsn-network-news-volume-7-issue-32
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environmental monitoring, indicators, approvals – contributes to a greater effectiveness and efficiency in
Issues
the Past
process.
The detailed budget is no longer required to be split by program area/element. The comprehensive
budget should show the funds broken out by program area/element. A blank example budget will be
available shortly on the FFP website. Thanks to CNFA, CRS, and Mercy Corps for the use of their
budgets to compile.
Portions of the PREP, which are only required if they have been updated, have been changed to "as
applicable" in the guidance.

Thank you for your patience. Specific questions should be directed to the AOR, while general questions on the
PREP guidance can be sent to FACG@usaid.gov.

Implementer-led Design, Evaluation, Analysis and Learning (IDEAL) Request
for Applications (RFA)
Deadline: August 9, 2017 at 11:59 AM EDT
The United States Agency for International Development (USAID), Bureau for Democracy, Conflict and
Humanitarian Assistance (DCHA), Office of Food for Peace (FFP) is seeking applications from qualified
institutions to fund a program entitled Implementer-led Design, Evidence, Analysis and Learning (IDEAL) through
the award of one Leader with Associates (LWA) Cooperative Agreement. You can access the request for
applications (RFA) here.
The closing date for applications is August 9, 2017 at 11:59 AM EDT. The deadline for clarifications and
questions has passed.
The point of contact (POC) concerning this RFA is Joan Whelan, acting Collaborating, Learning and Adapting
Team Lead at jwhelan@usaid.gov. Any questions concerning this RFA or its appendices must be submitted in
writing within 8 days of its posting to the POC with a copy to FACG@usaid.gov and “IDEAL RFA” in the subject
line.
You can also find the RFA on www.grants.gov. If you have difficulty registering on www.grants.gov or accessing
the RFA, please contact the Grants.gov Helpdesk at 1-800-518-4726 or via email at support@grants.gov for
technical assistance.

Seed System Security Assessment: Key Trainers Course Leading to
Certification
September 15, 2017 - October 7, 2017
With increased global scrutiny focused on ill-tailored or dependency-generating seed responses, Seed System
Security Assessments (SSSAs) are rapidly becoming the de-facto tool in preventing misdiagnosis of seed
insecurity. Seed security is now widely seen as distinct from food security and there is growing worldwide interest
in this new field of SSSAs.
With increased visibility, the demand for SSSAs is rising. Seed System Security Assessments have recently
been integrated into USAID guidelines and standards for best practice and organizations like Catholic Relief
Services (CRS) and the UN-Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) are routinely commissioning actual field
assessments. There is an urgent need to build a specialized set of experts who can lead such assessments
http://mailchi.mp/65cf2f7fb7d4/fsn-network-news-volume-7-issue-32
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Read the full announcement and access the course registration form here!
This course will train in both rapid and more comprehensive forms of SSSAs. It will focus on a) analysis of all
seed channels (own stocks, social networks, local networks, formal seed sellers) and b) targeted response
options to deal with problems at hand. Tools will be both qualitative and quantitative (including options for
automated data tallies and table formats). Methods for training will figure prominently as the aim to create a
training of trainers capacity as well as to strengthen direct field assessments. Note that the focus will embrace
different types of disaster, chronic stress and developmental contexts (see seedsystem.org).

Featured Resource
A Training Workshop Guide: Planning for Qualitative Research for Nutrition
This guide was developed in conjunction with a capacity-strengthening
workshop hosted by The TOPS Program and facilitated by a consultant
on April 19, 2017. The title of the workshop was: Planning for Qualitative
Research for Nutrition.
It is exciting to see that more and more projects funded by USAID’s
Office of Food for Peace (FFP) are conducting formative or qualitative
research and investigation. However, a gap has been identified among
the food security and nutrition community as to an awareness of the
broad array of tools that exist and which can support such research.
The overarching goal of the workshop, and this guide, is to strengthen
the capacity of FFP-funded implementing partners to refine plans and
objectives for conducting qualitative research to inform the design and
implementation of nutrition activities. Good planning includes review of
secondary data and other available qualitative research reports, clearly
defining the need for additional qualitative research, and developing clear research questions and objectives.
Read more and view this document in the resource library on the FSN Network website.

Job Postings
Gender Cohort Coordinator based in Atlanta, Georgia with CARE
Deputy Chief of Party based in Washington, DC with Fintrac
Senior Gender Specialist based in Mogadishu, Somalia with UN Women
Gender Analysis Consultant for Ethiopia with REST
Senior Specialist, Food Security and Livelihoods Monitoring and Evaluation based in Washington, DC
with Save the Children
Senior Director, New Business - Maternal, Newborn and Child Health based in Washington, DC with
Save the Children
Director, Program Development - HIV/AIDS and TB based in Washington, DC with Save the Children
Youth Policy Assessment Team Lead based in Washington, DC with USAID LEARN
http://mailchi.mp/65cf2f7fb7d4/fsn-network-news-volume-7-issue-32
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Past Issues
Consultancy
- Concept Note for USAID's Office of Food for Peace Emergency Food Security Activity
Survey Sampling Strategies based remotely with FANTA
Director of Research, Evaluation and Learning based remotely (U.S) with BOMA Project
Sr. Program Manager based in Waterloo, Ontario, Canada with MEDA
Economic Recovery and Development Officer based in New York City, New York with IRC

Funding & Other Opportunities
Young Water Solutions Fellowship Program | Applications close August 9, 2017
The Young Water Fellowship Program aims to empower young leaders from low and middle income countries to
implement projects to tackle water, sanitation & hygiene (WASH), water pollution and water scarcity issues, by
offering them an intensive training program, seed funding grants for their projects, and mentoring support by
senior level experts during one year. This program will bring about in its first edition (2017) 10 young community
leaders capable of successfully designing and implementing sustainable and inclusive water projects that
significantly improve living conditions in their communities, while contributing to the achievement of SDG #6
(water and sanitation for all). Learn more here.
Women's Land Rights Visiting Professionals Program | Applications close August 20, 2017
The Women’s Land Rights Visiting Professionals Program (VPP) is a capacity-enhancing and network-building
initiative of the Landesa Center for Women’s Land Rights. The program seeks to cultivate a network of qualified
practitioners from around the world who are strongly committed to strengthening women’s land rights at local,
national, regional, and global levels. The goals of the program are to 1) enhance participants’ capacity, 2)
reinforce their commitment to strengthening women’s land rights, and 3) foster their ability and motivation to
participate in a global women’s land rights network. The program begins with a five week period of intense
training, mentoring, and sharing with gender and land tenure specialists at Landesa’s global headquarters in
Seattle, USA. The program will be held April 1 – May 5, 2018. Participants will join Visiting Professionals
Program alumni, including women’s land rights practitioners from the public sector, civil society, and academia.
Due to funding parameters, the program is currently open only to professionals working in India, China,
Myanmar, Liberia, and Tanzania.
INNOVATE Pre-Call Announcement | Coming Soon!
Mennonite Economic Development Associates (MEDA) is pleased to pre-announce an upcoming call for
proposals as part of a three-year research initiative funded by International Development Research Centre
(IDRC). Proposals will be accepted for testing and researching the potential of Non-Traditional Finance to enable
large scale adoption of agricultural innovations among women and men smallholder farmers in South Asia, South
America and East Africa. The call is due to open in summer 2017. Learn more and read the full announcement
here!

Upcoming Events
Anthropometry and Resilience Capacities: Preliminary Analyses and Thoughts for the Way: REAL Award; August
10; Washington, DC & online
Feed the Future DATAHON: IFPRI's GCAN Project; August 11; Washington, DC
Change Through Culture: A Workshop on How to Build Programs on Cultural Roles and Values to Increase
Community Engagement and Achieve Lasting Results: The Grandmother Project - Change Through Culture;
August 20-25; Mbour, Senegal
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The Sustainable
and Development Programme Ghana: Microfin Consult; September 4-15; Accra,
Ghana
Fall 2017 Global Health Practitioner Conference: CORE Group; September 25-29; Baltimore, MD
Global Youth Economic Opportunities Summit: GYEO Summit; September 27-29; Washington, DC
More Events

New Reports, Guides & Tools
Improving the Management of Agriculture Demonstration Sites in Food Security Programs from World Vision
Resilience Measurement Practical Guidance Series: Guidance Note No. 3 - Resilience Capacity Measurement
from the REAL Award
Capturing Solutions for Learning and Scaling Up: Documenting Operational Experiences for Organizational
Learning and Knowledge Sharing from World Bank Group
Nurturing the Health and Wealth of Nations: The Investment Case for Breastfeeding from the Global
Breastfeeding Colelctive
Integrated SBCC Programs Implementation Kit from HC3
Gender and Technology: A New Toolkit for Agricultural Technology Assessments from Cultural Practice, LLC

Recent Articles
How Can Improving Farmer Safety Help Improve Nutrition? from Agrilinks
The Tech Revolution That's Changing How We Measure Poverty from The World Bank
Knowing "WhatsApp" with Food Security from AfricaLead
Breastfeeding for Nutrition, Food Security and Poverty Reduction from Girls Globe
Four Agriculture Strategies for Income Generation from Baptist Global Relief
Hungry, Poor, Exploited: Alarm Over Australia's Import of Farm Workers from The Guardian

If you are not already on our e-mail list, sign-up here. We welcome news of events, tools, trainings, country
updates and other content from the broad FSN Network community. Please send any suggested
content to news@fsnnetwork.org.
The TOPS Program was made possible by the generous support and contribution of the American people
through the United States Agency for International Development (USAID). The contents of this newsletter do not
necessarily reflect the views of USAID or the United States Government.
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The FSN Network is being spearheaded by TOPS, a USAID/FFP funded program seeking to build the capacity
of FFP grantees and other food security and nutrition implementers. The program is working to improve the
quality of implementation through fostering collaboration, innovation, and knowledge sharing around food
security and nutrition best practices. For more information about TOPS please click here.
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