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VIDEO OF THE WEEK
Produced by The TOPS Program
Learn how the Resilience Design (RD) in Smallholder Farming
Systems Approach helps farmers and those who support them
have a deeper understanding of their farming systems within their
agroecosystems. Guided by a set of principles, the RD approach
helps farmers adjust their farm design to work with surrounding
natural systems ultimately improving soil health and water
management. In doing this, farmers can build a more adaptive
and productive farming system that can better respond to external
changes over time, one that is more resilient to the increasingly
frequent and intense environmental and economic shocks and
stresses that affect it.
Check out the video in English, French, and in Spanish!
Submit photos or videos for future newsletters.

DID YOU KNOW...
The Communications X-Change is a newly launched
online library of materials contributed by organizations and
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individuals around the world who are working to end
violence against women and girls. The Global Women's
Institute is now a proud steward of this global Internetbased platform for sharing communication materials that
was created by Futures Without Violence with support
from the Avon Foundation.
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Contribute to the Newsletter!
The FSN Network News is a community newsletter, and we welcome your input. Let us know of upcoming
events, new publications, and interesting articles. We also share new job openings, funding opportunities, calls
for input, and photos. Email submissions to news@fsnnetwork.org.

New Toolkit! A Practical Approach to Strengthening Resilience among
Smallholder Farmers
It's also this newsletter's Featured Resource and Video
of the Week!
Take a moment to think about a building, garden, or field you work in,
own, or know well. Have you ever taken a step back and really looked
at that location within its surroundings? Do you know which direction it
faces? Where it slopes and water runs off? Which parts of it are
exposed to the sun and get hotter or are shaded and stay cooler in
summer? Which parts are exposed to high winds and get drier or
colder in winter? Where leaves collect in autumn? These are all
questions that we, and often farmers, do not always consider. If we did,
we could identify low cost, low energy opportunities to improve the
efficiency of our buildings, gardens or fields.
The Resilience Design (RD) in Smallholder Farming Systems
Approach does just that. It helps farmers and those who support them
have deeper understanding of their farming systems within their
agroecosystems - by identifying influences that affect their farm sites as well as external resources that can
benefit the site. Guided by a set of principles, the RD approach helps farmers adjust their farm design work with
surrounding natural systems ultimately improving soil health and water management. In doing this, farmers can
build more adaptive and productive farming system that can better respond to external changes over time, one
that is more resilient to the increasingly frequent and intense environmental and economic shocks and stresses
that affect it.
The RD approach toolkit, developed by Mercy Corps through The TOPS Program in conjunction with leading
field experts, assists field agents and farmers in the application of this approach. It includes a short summary
video, a manual outlining the practical steps to better farm design, tip sheets to guide thought processes in the
field, and a monitoring toolkit for use by farmers and field agents.
View the Resilience Design Approach Toolkit here!
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Deadline for applications is on Wednesday, December 13, 2017
Since June 2014, CaLP has been leading different researches on CTP during Ebola Recovery. After developing
a Documentation review on FFP's CTP response detailing partners' approaches to CTP, project design and
implementation, and a Case Study drawing learnings from the use of technology in the CTP response, as well as
other parallel activities, CaLP is now concentrating its effort on the outcomes of those projects.
CaLP is seeking to hire a consultant to conduct a final analysis to assess the effectiveness and appropriateness
of CTP in assisting Ebola affected populations to recover from the food security impacts of the epidemic in
Liberia and Sierra Leone.
Learn more about the position details and requirements here!

Mercy Corps RFP for Monitoring and Evaluation Consulting Services
Closing date is on Friday, December 15, 2017 at 5:00 PM EST
Mercy Corps is seeking to expand its network of qualified consulting firms to fill program performance and quality
needs. We are looking to build our roster of exceptional firms who have individuals that are willing to travel on
assignment to support critical program design, monitoring, evaluation, accountability, assessment, analysis and
learning needs at various stages of the program cycle.
Learn more here!

Featured Resource
Resilience Design (RD) in Smallholder Farming Systems Approach Toolkit
The RD approach helps farmers and those who support
them have a deeper understanding of their farming systems
within their agroecosystems - by identifying influences that
affect their farm sites as well as external resources that can
benefit the site. Guided by a set of principles, the RD
approach helps farmers adjust their farm design to work
with surrounding natural systems ultimately improving soil
health and water management. In doing this, farmers can
build a more adaptive and productive farming system that
can better respond to external changes over time, one that
is more resilient to the increasingly frequent and intense
environmental and economic shocks and stresses that
affect it.
The RD approach toolkit, developed by Mercy Corps
through The TOPS Program in conjunction with leading field
experts, assists field agents and farmers in the applications
of this approach. It includes a short summary video, a
manual outlining the practical steps to better farm design,
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Click here to view the Resilience Design Approach Toolkit.

Job Postings
CaLP Regional Administrator based in Jordan with CaLP
Child Protection/ GBV Child Survivor Specialist, Violence Protection based in New York with International
Rescue Committee
Gender Advocacy Manager based in New York with Restless Development
Communications Specialist based in Washington, DC with Fintrac
Gender Specialist based in Nairobi, Kenya with ICIPE
Online Learning and Capacity Building Fellowship based in Washington, DC with Women Thrive Alliance
Senior Gender Officer based in Nairobi, Kenya with AGRA
Gender Technical Advisor II based in Kampala, Uganda with CRS
Women's Protection and Empowerment Coordinator based in Maiduguri, Nigeria with IRC
Gender Officer, Program Integration based in New York with IRC
Chief of Party, Rural Resilience Program based in Abuja, Nigeria with Mercy Corps
Deputy Chief of Party, Rural Resilience Program based in Abuja, Nigeria with Mercy Corps

Funding & Other Opportunities
Abstract Submission Open for 2018 International Social and Behavior Change Communication Summit |
Extended Deadline: December 4, 2017
The 2018 International Social and Behavior Change Communication (SBCC) Summit featuring Entertainment
Education is organized to understand better what works in shifting social norms, changing behaviors and in
amplifying the voice of those who have most at stake in the success of development efforts. And, it is designed
to wrestle with the profound issues of social justice and agenda setting that affect these decisions. Who decides,
for example, what behaviors need changing or which norms should be shifted? How can people’s realities and
voices be put at the center of such change? How much emphasis should be placed on shifting norms and
behaviors when power structures, policy environments or lack of services may constitute problems that
overwhelm the capacity of individuals or communities to act? The 2018 Summit will address some of the primary
challenges facing the SBCC community: understanding what approaches work and what investments in SBCC
programming can expect to deliver, and making sense of the complexity and diversity in the field of SBCC that
would facilitate greater investment. The Summit will be organized around three overarching themes: 1) What
Works, 2) Making Sense of the Field Now, and 3) Voice and Agenda Setting. Abstracts and concept notes for the
Summit sessions will be submitted by theme. Learn more here!
Learning Forum | Deadline: December 17, 2017
CaLP calls for presenters for their Learning Forum that will explore issues related to Gender and Cash-based
Programming in Africa. This regional learning event will bring together people interested in gender, cash
programming and the humanitarian sector more broadly to explore evidence and learning on cash programming
and gender impacts. The event will help contribute to debates needed to push forward commitments as outlined
in objectives 4 and 6 of CaLP's Framework for Action and SDG 5 Gender Equality. It will seek to identify
evidence gaps and generate recommendations for action. The event is being organized by CaLP, Adeso,
Norwegian Refugee Council, Oxfam and the Women's Refugee Commission. Learn more here!
Two Funded PhD Opportunities on Environmental Impacts of Canadian Food Choices | Rolling Deadline
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Professor Goretty Dias, of the Faculty of Environment, University of Waterloo, and Professor Peter Tyedmers of
the School for Resource and Environmental Studies, Dalhousie University, are looking for keen PhD students
with a track record of successful research at the Masters level who enjoy engaging in multi-disciplinary research.
Students will join a newly established, SSHRC-funded project. Learn more here!
Revalorizing Extension: Evidence and Practice | Deadline: January 15, 2018
The University of Illinois Champaign-Urbana is calling for presentations, posters, and materials for their
upcoming April 2-3, 2018 Spring Symposium. Learn more here!
Food Systems for Healthy and Sustainable Diets Course | Deadline: April 23, 2018
Food systems considers all the actors, elements and activities that relate to primary producing, processing,
distributing, preparing and consuming food and waste disposal; and the socio-economic and
environmental outcomes of these activities. The course explores food systems from a dietary perspective and
discuss which components are related to the diet gaps for different populations groups at national, regional and
global level. It discusses possible actions to be taken to transform the food system for addressing the gaps and
how these actions can be leveraged in a sustainable way. The training targets staff of governmental and nongovernmental organisations. The course is job-oriented and the training approach is interactive, experience as
well as evidence-based: it provides the participants with the possibility to learn from expert facilitators as well as
from each other. Transfer of knowledge goes hand in hand with case studies, working groups, etc. A mix of
participants with different backgrounds, yet common interests, will provide a good basis for the exchange of
experiences. Learn more here!

Upcoming Events
Data Use Webinar: FFP and FANTA; November 30; online
Addressing Gender-Based Violence at the Community Level: PATH; December 6; Washington, DC
Integrating Gender, Climate Change, and Nutrition in Development Programming: Feed the Future; December 6;
Online
Doing Things Their Way? Food, Farming and Health in Two Ugandan Cities: ANH Academy and African Nutrition
Society; December 12; Online
Revitalizing Extension for Agricultural Development: National Press Club; December 12-13; National Press Club
IMMANA Postdoctoral Fellowships Round 4 - Information Session for applicants: Tufts University; December 14;
Online
The Marketplace for Nutritious Food: SecureNutrition; December 14; Washington, DC and Online
More Events

New Reports, Guides & Tools
Integrating Gender into Resilience Analysis: A Conceptual Overview from REAL
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Gender-Sensitive, Climate-Smart Agriculture For Improved Nutrition in Africa South of the Sahara from IFPRI
A qualitative evaluation of gender aspects of agricultural intensification practices in central Malawi from CGIAR
Tackling Time Constraints in Tanzania from Agrilinks
Women's Jobs in Agricultural Value Chains from InnovATE

Recent Articles
A Bumper Crop in Bangladesh: The Vegetables are Flourishing, and the Women are Building New Lives from
Winrock International
Knowledge is the new paradigm for the future of food and agriculture from FAO
School meals + cash transfers = better nutrition and more local jobs from WFP
Why climate change is creating a new generation of child brides from The Guardian
Gasping for breath: pneumonia's deadly toll among the hungry children of Kenya from The Guardian

If you are not already on our e-mail list, sign-up here. We welcome news of events, tools, trainings, country
updates and other content from the broad FSN Network community. Please send any suggested
content to news@fsnnetwork.org.
The TOPS Program was made possible by the generous support and contribution of the American people
through the United States Agency for International Development (USAID). The contents of this newsletter do not
necessarily reflect the views of USAID or the United States Government.
The FSN Network is being spearheaded by TOPS, a USAID/FFP funded program seeking to build the capacity
of FFP grantees and other food security and nutrition implementers. The program is working to improve the
quality of implementation through fostering collaboration, innovation, and knowledge sharing around food
security and nutrition best practices. For more information about TOPS please click here.
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