6/26/2017

Your source for food security and nutrition news!

Subscribe

Past Issues

Translate

Updates from Food for Peace, upcoming trainings and events in food
security, new job openings, and more.

View this email in your browser

Your source for the latest in food security and nutrition
February 22, 2017 | Volume 7, Issue 6

IN THIS ISSUE
Grandmother Project 
Change through Culture:
Stories Without Endings
Presentation
Utilizing Soybeans for
Nutrition and Income in
Afghanistan
Realize: Gender Equity and
Diversity for Social and
Behavioral Change
Save the Date! Commodity
Management Toolkit
Launch
USAID Office of Food for
Peace RFA for Uganda
Notice of Funding
Opportunity for the Feed
the Future Bangladesh
Nutrition Activity
Rapid Response Nutrition
and WASH Project in
Ethiopia
Registration Now Open for
Theory of Change Adaptive
Learning and Validation
Conference and Workshop
CaLP Cash Transfer
Programming (CTP) and
Livelihoods: An
Introduction
CaLP Cash Transfer
Programming (CTP) Skills

PHOTO OF THE WEEK
Submitted by The TOPS Program
Lia Dididze from CARE, Ayeke Messam from CRS, and
Andrew Patterson from CARE collaborate during last
week's Theory of Change workshop. This participatory
course takes you through the process of developing a
theory of change and explores how to use it in each
phase of the program cycle. Visit the event page to
access tools from the workshop.
Submit photos or videos for future newsletters.

http://us8.campaignarchive1.com/?u=a23f987974825389bef89cd9d&id=f494e9af07

DID YOU KNOW...
Contribute to the new soy food recipe
database! The Soybean Innovation Lab (SIL) is
launching a soy food recipe database to support
the growing number of small scale food
operations across Africa. The database features
recipes developed by members of the SIL Soy
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Contribute to the Newsletter!
The FSN Network News is a community newsletter, and we welcome your input. Let us know of upcoming
events, new publications, and interesting articles. We also share new job openings, funding opportunities, calls
for input, and photos. Email submissions to news@fsnnetwork.org.

Grandmother Project  Change through Culture: Stories Without Endings
Presentation
February 23, 2017 | 2:00 PM  4:30 PM EST
Save the Children, 899 N Capitol St NE, Ste. 900, Washington, DC
The goal of The Grandmother Project  Change through Culture is to improve the health, education and well
being of children, women and girls in developing countries by empowering grandmothers to catalyze change
in sociocultural norms. The Grandmother Project develops innovative and empowering methods and tools that
engage community members in active reflection on both their past experiences and on new information that is
shared with them.
This guide, developed with a TOPS Small Grant, deals with "Stories Without Endings," one type of interactive
learning activity which the Grandmother Project has used in their work with various organizations in a number
of African and Asian countries. At the community level, in different cultural contexts and in both rural and urban
areas, the use of the "Stories Without Endings" approach has proven to be an excellent way to engage groups
of community members and challenge them to reexamine certain traditional ideas and to reinforce positive
cultural practices while encouraging them to adopt new and improved practices.
Please join Judi Aubel, Executive Director of The Grandmother Project, for a presentation on Stories Without
Endings.
Learn more and register here.
The Grandmother Project developed another very useful tool with a previous TOPS Small Grant – Focus on
Families and Culture: A guide for conducting a participatory assessment on maternal and child nutrition – and it
was among the 10 resources most downloaded from the FSN Network in 2015, when it was published. Read it
here.

http://us8.campaignarchive1.com/?u=a23f987974825389bef89cd9d&id=f494e9af07
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USAID’s MultiSectoral Nutrition Strategy notes that “nutritionspecific interventions alone will not eliminate
undernutrition; however, in combination with nutritionsensitive interventions, there is enormous potential to
enhance the effectiveness of nutrition investments worldwide." Nutritionsensitive agricultural interventions are
those that address the underlying determinants of malnutrition and incorporate specific nutrition goals and
actions, such as improving the availability and access to nutrientrich food or increasing income for expenditure
on nutrientrich food.
Nutrition & Education International Foundation (NEI) understands well the importance of, and potential for,
nutritionsensitive agriculture investments to improving nutrition. NEI has been active in Afghanistan for the
past 13 years, working all along the soybean value chain, including with seed producers, farmers, processors,
and wholesalers. Join The TOPS Program for a presentation and discussion with NEI’s President and CEO,
Steven Kwon, and Director of Programs and Operations, Sonia Kwon, to learn about their nutritionsensitive
approach to value chain development, their successes and challenges, and opportunities going forward.
Learn more and register here.

Realize: Gender Equity and Diversity for Social and Behavioral Change
March 28March 31, 2017
Washington, DC
The TOPS Program and CARE International are pleased to announce an expanded Gender Equity and
Diversity for Social and Behavioral Change capacity building workshop. This highly participatory workshop
includes material from the previous workshop plus additional new content. The workshop will increase your
own understanding of gender equity and diversity and help you to promote lasting change with your teams and
in partnership with communities.
Registration is now open! Learn more and register here.

Save the Date! Commodity Management Toolkit Launch
March 30, 2017 | 10:00 AM EST
Save the Children, 899 N Capitol St NE, Ste. 900, Washington, DC
The Commodity Management (CM) Toolkit is a onestop operational reference guide for commodity
management practitioners. It consists of two integrated components: a set of interactive process flow map and a
collection of 147 tools.
The CM Toolkit explains the complex process of commodity management in simple, easy to understand steps.
It can be used as a training primer for new staff who are learning the basics of commodity management as well
as a useful reference for those more familiar with CM.
The CM Toolkit will be freely available in electronic form in March 2017 on the FSN Network Website. Join
us on March 30 as we celebrate the launch of the toolkit.
For more information on the toolkit, please contact B.K. De, Senior Specialist, Commodity Management for The
TOPS Program at bkde@savechildren.org

http://us8.campaignarchive1.com/?u=a23f987974825389bef89cd9d&id=f494e9af07
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USAID Office of Food for Peace RFA for Uganda
Deadline: April 12, 2017 at 11:59 AM EST
You can now access the Fiscal Year 2017 (FY 2017) Request for Applications (RFA) for the Office of Food for
Peace (FFP) development food security activities in Karamoja  Uganda. The countryspecific information (CSI)
for this solicitation is also available here.
Applications are submitted at the risk of the applicant, and all preparation and submission costs are at the
applicant’s expense.
USAID reserves the right to adjust the number of awards, funding levels and sources of funding, given
the budget environment and other considerations. The CSI contains current thinking on numbers and
budget.
Just like last year, this RFA makes reference to separate technical information. Select
technical information is included in the Technical References and Monitoring & Evaluation Policy &
Guidance for Food for Peace Programs on the FFP website; links are provided in the RFA.
Thanks in part to our stakeholder consultation (recording linked) there were few substantial changes
made to the RFA materials this year.
A risk assessment and mitigation plan requirement has been added as an annex, the description is in
the RFA.
As a note, State/F has updated their Standardized Program Structure and Definitions (Program Areas
and Elements), the link, changes, and instructions are provided in the RFA. The suggested budget
template on the USAID/FFP website has also been updated. These changes will only affect programs
from FY 2017 on.
Applications are due Wednesday, April 12, 2017, by 11:59 a.m., Eastern Daylight Time. Please do not wait
until the last day to submit applications. USAID/FFP will work toward an expedient decision and will inform
successful applicants of its decision.
Oral presentations may be required as conditions permit (see RFA, page 5). Details concerning oral
presentations will be communicated to successful first phase applicants.
All documents are available on the USAID website: www.usaid.gov/Whatwedo/AgricultureandFood
Security/FoodAssistance/Programs/DevelopmentPrograms.
Alternatively, all documents are available on grants.gov.
Please note that no USAID/FFP country backstop officers or field representatives should be contacted
about information contained in the RFA materials or with application questions. All comments and
inquiries should be directed to Mr. Michael Keegan, mkeegan@usaid.gov, with a copy
to FACG@usaid.gov and "RFA FY 2017" in the subject line.

Notice of Funding Opportunity for the Feed the Future Bangladesh Nutrition
Activity
USAID/Bangladesh and Feed the Future Initiative
A new Notice of Funding Opportunity for the Feed the Future Bangladesh Nutrition Activity has been published
on Grants.gov. Please click here for more details.
The notice is seeking concept notes in the process for selecting an organization for a Cooperative Agreement
http://us8.campaignarchive1.com/?u=a23f987974825389bef89cd9d&id=f494e9af07
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USAID/Bangladesh intends to award a five year assistance activity under the U.S. Government Feed the Future
(FTF) Initiative, through a competitive Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO), not to exceed $24.5 million,
subject to the availability of funding. The Feed the Future Bangladesh Nutrition Activity will improve nutrition
outcomes for children under five, pregnant and lactating women and adolescent girls in the south west region
of Bangladesh. This will be achieved through increased consumption of nutritious, diverse and safe diets by
rural households, increased social and economic empowerment of women and girls, and improved access to
and adoption of improved water, sanitation and hygiene practices.

Rapid Response Nutrition and WASH Project in Ethiopia
Stakeholder consultation notes now available
USAID's Office of Food for Peace (FFP) and Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance hosted a stakeholder
consultation on the Notice of Intent to Issue a MultiYear Annual Program Statement for a Rapid Response
Nutrition and WASH Project in Ethiopia on January 12, 2017 in Washington DC, USA.
The notes from that meeting can be accessed here for your information, and can also be found on the FFP
website under the Ethiopia country page.
Regards,
The Office of Food for Peace

Registration Now Open for Theory of Change Adaptive Learning and
Validation Conference and Workshop
March 20March 24, 2017
Capital Hotel and Spa, 22 Mazoria, Haile G/Slassie Avenue, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
These events will focus on how to utilize the Theory of Change (ToC) approach to test and demonstrate project
results and promote collaboration, learning, and adaptation. The oneday conference, which will be held on
Monday March 20th, 2017, is geared toward senior staff and government officials. The event will cover tools for
managerial integration of the collaboration, learning and adaption (CLA) approach, strategic means of efficient
leveraging of limited project resources, mechanisms for producing engaging donor reports and employing
assessment techniques that are of interest to project managers. The 4day work session (March 2124) targets
monitoring, evaluation and learning professionals and is an intensive course, covering a range of technical
skills that can be used in ToC validation, including but not limited to geospatial analysis, data visualization,
outcome mapping and qualitative data coding.
Conference and workshop registration is free, but space is limited and projects must support staff
accommodation and travel.
Registration ends February 28. Learn more and register here.
This is an ACDI/VOCA event, funded by a TOPS Small Grant. Learn more about The TOPS Program here.

http://us8.campaignarchive1.com/?u=a23f987974825389bef89cd9d&id=f494e9af07
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March 9, 2017 | 9:30 AM  12:30 PM EST
ACDI/VOCA, 50 F Street NW, 9th Floor, Washington, DC 20001

The Cash Learning Partnership (CaLP) is a global partnership of humanitarian actors engaged in policy,
practice and research within cash and voucher programming. With over 45 members, including United Nations
agencies, the donor community, the private sector, and humanitarian nongovernmental organizations (NGOs),
CaLP is based on learning, knowledge sharing, networking and coordination around the appropriate and
timely use of cash transfer programming (CTP) in humanitarian response.
The aim of this halfday facetoface training is to provide a highlevel overview of livelihoods approaches,
livelihoods projects, and how cash and vouchers can be used as tools for meeting livelihoods objectives. This
course is intended for humanitarian and development practitioners with an interest in both cash transfer
programming (CTP), including both cash transfer and vouchers, and in livelihoods in urban or rural contexts.
This course will provide practitioners with a broad overview, to hopefully get more involved in livelihoods
projects and programs in their host organizations. It is targeted at entrylevel to midlevel professionals with a
limited background in either cash transfer programming (CTP) or livelihoods. Applications will be received and
invitations will be sent on a rolling basis. No lunch will be provided, but there will not be a fee or charge to
attend the training.
Learn more and register here.

CaLP Cash Transfer Programming (CTP) Skills for Technical Program
Design and Quality
April 3, 2017April 7, 2017
Portland, Oregon, USA
The aim of this five (5) day facetoface training is to develop the knowledge, skills and confidence of
humanitarian organisations' practitioners for cash transfer technical design and quality. This course targets
technical or operational staff responsible for leading and overseeing the design and monitoring of cash transfer
programs (CTP).
This group might include technical specialists from many sectors, including but not limited to specialists in food
security, livelihoods, WASH and shelter. The course is focused on a technical and programmatic perspective,
and it incorporates examples and case studies from multiple sectors and from multisectoral programs.
Learn more and register here.

Featured Resource
Focus on Families and Culture: A Guide for Conducting A Participatory Assessment on
Maternal and Child Nutrition
This guide is a stateoftheart, userfriendly guide for program managers and planners for conducting a MCHN
assessment to investigate intrahousehold roles and influence. The FFC guide introduces a holistic, or
systemic, framework that can assist program staff to more effectively identify key priority groups for
interventions. After learning about the development and key concepts and the methodology, one is taken step
by step through the assessment process, complete with case examples, sample tools and diagrams. The FFC
guide can be widely used by TOPS partner organizations implementing Food for Peace programming around
http://us8.campaignarchive1.com/?u=a23f987974825389bef89cd9d&id=f494e9af07
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The guide was funded by a TOPS Small Grant.
Interested in this resource? Join The TOPS Program tomorrow for a
presentation by Judi Aubel and The Grandmother Project's latest resource
on Stories Without Endings. Click here for more information!
Read more and view the document in the resource library at fsnnetwork.org.

Job Postings
Chief of Party, Uganda DFAP based in Kampala, Uganda with Save the Children
Senior Nutrition Manager, MQSUN+ based in Washington, DC with PATH
Deputy Chief of Party (Nutrition Sensitive Agriculture) based in Bangladesh with ACDI/VOCA
Senior Nutrition Director based in Washington, DC with Save the Children
Sustainability and Business Plan Consultancy with Save the Children (Spanish fluency required)
Monitoring & Evaluation Specialist based in Washington, DC with USAID FFP
Senior Specialist, Cash and Markets based in Washington, DC with Save the Children
Consultant Database Center Manager based in Kano, Nigeria with Women for Health
Communications & Knowledge Uptake Officer, Maternal, Newborn, Child Health and Nutrition based in
Washington, DC with PATH
M&E and Research Specialist based in Washington, DC with Social Solutions for USAID MECap
M&E Specialist based in Washington, DC with Social Solutions for USAID MECap
Scientist  Gender Research based in Nairobi, Kenya with ICRISAT
Chief of Party based in Dhaka, Bangladesh with CARE

Funding & Other Opportunities
Save the Children Request for Quotation Submissions due February 27, 2017
Save the Children (SC) seeks to identify, build, or adapt a delivery platform that can be used universally across
the agency for asset and service transfers in emergency response. The proposed system will allow multiple
transfer modalities, including but not limited to: paper vouchers, electronic vouchers, smart cards, SMS/mobile
money, and direct transfers. Supplementing the transfer of assets, this system will include functionality that
permits real/near realtime tracking of assets throughout the supply chain; participant registration; input, output,
and outcome tracking; beneficiary management; GIS; multilevel financial controls; and flexible, contextually
relevant data visualization and business analytics. The system will be designed to support a holistic approach
to program delivery and Monitoring, Evaluation and Learning.
Emerging Leaders Program Applications due March 8, 2017
Emerging Leaders offers leadership and management training for nonprofit professionals with 28 years of
experience. Run by Princeton Alumni Corps, the program is open to leaders in DC and NYC. Often facing tight
budgets in the NGO sector, we tend to underinvest in leadership development, coaching, and training on
management skills. All of these are crucial to keeping our work and our organizations going. Emerging
Leaders fills that gap. Emerging Leaders is a cohortdriven accelerator that develops leadership skills and
builds an expansive community for young nonprofit professionals. Our program yields nearterm value to
participants and their organizations through impactful training that also serves as a foundation for longterm
http://us8.campaignarchive1.com/?u=a23f987974825389bef89cd9d&id=f494e9af07
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subject matter experts. Please email Ry Beck at rbeck@alumnicorps.org for more details about the program
and application process.
Call for Concept Proposals: Structural Transformation of African Agriculture and Rural Spaces (STAARS)
Project Applications due March 15, 2017
The CGIAR Research Program on Policies, Institutions, and Markets (PIM) is happy to announce the second
round and call for concept proposals for the Structural Transformation of African Agriculture and Rural Spaces
(STAARS) fellowship, supported by the United States Agency for International Development (USAID). The
project partners include Cornell University, the African Development Bank (AfDB), the African Economic
Research Consortium (AERC), the Partnership for Economic Policy (PEP), and the World Bank. Under the
collaboration agreement between PIM and Cornell University, selected early career African researchers will
get technical mentorship and support. The STAARS fellowship began in 2016 and to date has supported eight
fellows.
The Horticulture Innovation Lab's Trellis Fund Seeking Grant Proposals Submissions due April 3, 2017
Organizations in Africa, Asia, and Central America are invited to compete for new Trellis Fund grants up to
$4,000 each for 6month projects, to extend horticultural information to local farmers and stakeholders along
fruit or vegetable value chains. Project proposals may address horticultural crop production, irrigation, plant
nutrition, pest management, postharvest practices or marketing issues in relation to fruits and vegetables. Once
projects are selected, the Trellis Fund will connect organizations with U.S. graduate students who have related
agricultural expertise for project support, providing benefits to both the student and the incountry institution.

Task Force and Interest Group Meetings
Social and Behavioral Change: Thursday, March 2; 11:00 AM12:30 PM; online via Adobe Connect

Upcoming Events
Core Cash Transfer Programming (CTP) Skills for Technical Program Design and Quality: CaLP; February 23
March 17; Washington, DC
Stories Without Endings Presentation: The Grandmother Project  Change Through Culture; February 23;
Washington, DC
Utilizing Soybeans for Nutrition and Income in Afghanistan: The TOPS Program; February 27; Washington, DC
Not All Seed Is Declared Equal: Improving Access: Agrilinks, Microlinks, and USAID OFDA; February 28;
Washington, DC
Programming Along the Life Course: Men and Boys as Family Planning Users: USAID and K4Health; March 1;
Online
Cash Transfer Programming (CTP) and Livelihoods: An Introduction: CaLP; March 9; Washington, DC
Webinar on Emerging Evidence: How Integrated Referrals Are Associated with Adherence, Food Security, and
Resilience: The TOPS Program; March 15; Online
Communities of Practice in Development Coordination: KM4Dev; April 6April7; Seattle, Washington
http://us8.campaignarchive1.com/?u=a23f987974825389bef89cd9d&id=f494e9af07
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New Reports, Guides & Tools
Farming for a Profit: Technical Guidance for Smallholder Financial Planning from The TOPS Program and
Mercy Corps
TOPS ANRM Case Study: Developing a Behavior Change Strategy for Aflatoxin Reductions in Groundnuts
from The TOPS Program and University Research Co.
All Farmers Go to Heaven: Liberian Youth Reflect on Agriculture Livelihoods from Mercy Corps
Asset Creation: Lessons from the Field from USAID
WASH' Nutrition: A Practical Guidebook from Action Against Hunger
Community Health Committees and Health Facility Management Committees: Program Functionality
Assessment Toolkit from CORE Group and World Vision

Recent Articles
Scientists Find CropDestroying Caterpillar Spreading Rapidly in Africa from Reuters
Don't Call It Wheat: An Environmentally Friendly Grain Takes Root from NPR
A FoodSecure Future: Warding Off Instability and Conflict from The Chicago Council on Global Affairs
Building Capacity of Women Farmers Key to Addressing Food Security from Bizcommunity
Famine: What Does It Really Mean and How Do Aid Workers Treat It? from The Guardian
Who's the Boss? We Are, Say India's Women Farmers Battling Superstition, Patriarchy from Reuters

If you are not already on our email list, signup here. We welcome news of events, tools, trainings, country
updates and other content from the broad FSN Network community. Please send any suggested
content to news@fsnnetwork.org.
The TOPS Program was made possible by the generous support and contribution of the American people
through the United States Agency for International Development (USAID). The contents of this newsletter do
not necessarily reflect the views of USAID or the United States Government.
The FSN Network is being spearheaded by TOPS, a USAID/FFP funded program seeking to build the capacity
of FFP grantees and other food security and nutrition implementers. The program is working to improve the
quality of implementation through fostering collaboration, innovation, and knowledge sharing around food
security and nutrition best practices. For more information about TOPS please click here.
http://us8.campaignarchive1.com/?u=a23f987974825389bef89cd9d&id=f494e9af07
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