
Theme 1: Working with Crisis-affected 

Populations 

 

Lines of inquiry may include: 

 Emergency response in urban settings  

 Working in contexts of fragility, conflict, and 

violent extremism 

 Protection of civilians in targeting, distribution 

and intra-household distribution of food 

assistance 

 Strengthening livelihoods of vulnerable IDPs, 

refugees and returnees in protracted crisis or 

recovery 

 

What big questions, if answered, would help the food 

security and nutrition community better implement 

effective programs and achieve better impact?  

 

 



Theme 2: Sustainability  
 

Lines of inquiry may include: 

 Approaches to strengthen local systems 

 Facilitative approaches that support local actors 

and their impact on sustainability 

 Sustainable models for extension (health and 

agriculture) 

 Achieving sustainable social and behavior change 

at the systems level; approaches for strengthening 

capacity of providers, systems, and institutions 

that support behavior change 

 Selection and use of food and non-food transfers 

that provide necessary support to the vulnerable 

without undermining sustainability.  

 Formative research methods to help determine 

likelihood of sustainability; identifying the right 

activities;  

 Effective program exit strategies based on 

context: planning for withdrawal/handover; 

timeline; duration 
 

What big questions, if answered, would help the food 

security and nutrition community better implement 

effective programs and achieve better impact?  



Theme 3: Resilience 

 

Lines of inquiry may include: 

 Social protection systems: local and national; 

urban/rural; strengthening  

 Social cohesion: factors promoting/undermining 

in FFP context 

 Approaches to reducing vulnerability from 

various types of risk (natural hazards, fragility, 

conflict, pandemic disease, climate change, 

unexpected shocks): livelihood diversification; 

natural resource management; climate smart 

agriculture;  

 Influence of gender and youth dynamics;  

 Vulnerable groups: internally displaced persons, 

refugees, and returnees; female-headed 

households; chronically ill 

 

What big questions, if answered, would help the food 

security and nutrition community better implement 

effective programs and achieve better impact?  

 

 

  



Theme 4: Equity, Access, Empowerment 

 

Lines of inquiry may include: 

 Approaches to empower youth, especially out-of-

school youth and/or adolescent girls 

 Strategies that work to empower women in 

different contexts: some evidence exists, which 

has informed and validated FFP’s decision to 

include gender in cross-cutting intermediate 

results, but gaps in the evidence base remain 

 Time poverty, the impact of men and women’s 

workloads as a potential determinant of health 

and nutrition outcomes, and approaches to 

address 

 Integrating gender in all programming 

 Social accountability 

 

What big questions, if answered, would help the food 

security and nutrition community better implement 

effective programs and achieve better impact?  

 

  



Theme 5: Integration 

 

Lines of inquiry may include: 

 Balancing AG/NRM/LH and MCHN at the 

household and community level for optimal 

impact and cost-effectiveness 

 Effective “push-pull” models that prepare more-

vulnerable, less-market-ready individuals to link 

to market-driven actors 

 Enabling more shock resistant value chains and 

integrating vulnerable populations 

 Layering, integrating and sequencing activities in 

emergency, recovery and development settings: 

benefits, impact, in different settings 

 Unintended impacts of program integration on 

gender inequities, household dynamics, nutrition 

 Potential of income-oriented production and 

increased agency of women in small holder 

households to positively impact nutritional 

outcomes 

 

What big questions, if answered, would help the food 

security and nutrition community better implement 

effective programs and achieve better impact?  

 



Theme 6: Modalities and Rations 

 

Lines of inquiry may include: 

 Food assistance modalities for different contexts 

o Household rations and ration size  

o Delivery approaches 

o Impact, effectiveness, cost-effectiveness 

o Best use of food assistance in different 

programming circumstances 

o Cost effectiveness 

o Understanding the local situation in ration 

design (also part of formative research) 

 Emergency programming: appropriate food 

assistance commodities and delivery systems; 

considering local context; approaches to risk 

reduction/mitigation to reduce dependency 

 Integrating dynamics around gender, interfamilial 

and security dynamics into modality selection  

 

What big questions, if answered, would help the food 

security and nutrition community better implement 

effective programs and achieve better impact?  

 

 

  



Theme 7: Sector-specific Interventions 

 

Lines of inquiry may include: 

 Locally effective and sustainable approaches to 

improving nutrition, especially among adolescent 

girls, pregnant and lactating women, children under 

2: complementary feeding, dietary practices 

 How best to target children to receive 

supplementary feeding 

 Approaches for sustainable improvement in WASH 

behaviors and infrastructure; community owned-

WASH interventions; WASH in specific 

environments   

 Natural resource management and environmental 

risk: emergencies; risk assessment; promising 

environmental risk and natural resource 

management systems 

 Agriculture, livelihoods, markets: generating 

demand and participation; on and off-farm 

livelihoods; displaced persons; women and youth; 

market facilitation, financial services, public-private 

partnerships; labor migration 

 

What big questions, if answered, would help the food 

security and nutrition community better implement 

effective programs and achieve better impact?  


